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. . government in the 26 Counties on condition of accepting the
Edltorlal position of a Successor-State within the British Empire.

The thing about a successor State, as distinct from an
independent State, is that it takes on the obligations of the
State which it succeeds.

There is no real doubt that Britain ran slave-labour camps
. and engaged in wholesale torture in Kenya in the 1950s. Some

Il"lSh State In The DOCk torture survivors have tried to get the British Government

prosecuted for what it did to them. This British Government

The Irish State has been brought before the Torture Congz today says, piously and legally, that this has nothing to do

mittee of the United Nations on a charge of engaging in torturgitn them. The responsible body from which redress should
in the conduct of the Magdalene Laundries where unmarriegy sought is the Successor-State in Kenya.

mothers were given refuge from society in an era when marriage The Free State submission to Crown authority was far
was generally regarded as an important social institution. #,m token. It meant that the Free State took on legal respon-
has been ordered to investigate the torture it practised in t@ﬁ)ility for what its authorising body, the UK Parliament, had
Laundries, prosecute itself, punish itself, and make redress {pyne in Ireland. It was in that very substantial sense a contin-
its victims. The possibility that it might not have engaged in,ation of the British State. It could not have taken legal action
torture is not seriously entertained. _ _against Britain for anything Britain had done in 1919-21 because
A curious point about this is that the State is required t@nat would have meant taking legal action against itself.
investigate its torture practices from 1922 onwards. Why The Free State accepted the role of British scapegoat as the
19227 Why not 1919, for example? Both dates are so lonjgice of warding off yet another British re-conquest of the
ago that nobody subjected to torture in Ireland on either date&%untry.
likely to be around to give evidence, and torture is certainly (At the moment when the Free State was being formally
not less likely to have been inflicted in 1920 than in 1922. jnstaled, in the Autumn of 1922, Britain was being humiliated
Itmight be said that 1922 was when the State was foundegy gefeat in its attempt to impose a humiliating 'Treaty' on
so it would be silly to press the_|nvest|gat|on beyond 1922. Turkey. The British Empire was never the same again after
ButwhatState was founded in 19227 We do not recall anyhat event. Imperial demoralisation, combined with failure to
1922 Declaration of Independence. _ _ scotch the Anti-Treaty element in Ireland, led Britain not to
Was 1922 not the year when the demociagclaration of  yress jts rights too hard in Ireland. But by then the serious

Independencef 1919 was set aside by the "Treaty’, and §jamage done to the Irish body politic by the Treaty affair was
Government that was not independent set up in its place by thg accomplished fact.)

Treaty War?

The Free State was a British State—a state existing by

But, it is said, virtual independence was established undeirtue of British authority. And the Magdalen laundries were
the regime set up by the Treaty War, and the assertion thaigtitish institutions established in Ireland long before 1922.
was not formal independence is a metaphysical quibble.  And the Catholic Church was accorded a special position

Did British democracy then insist on war in Ireland over aunder the British Protestant State in Ireland for a British political
quibble, and indicate that it would fight that war itself if the purpose, and that special position was greatly enhanced by the
Irish did not fight it among themselves? way the British Successor-State was set up in 1922.

If the British democracy was conceding Irish independence The elected Government of 1919-21 was not recognised
in substance, why did it not do it properly in consultation withby the Catholic Hierarchy as the legitimate Government. The
the Dail? What did it gain by insisting that the Irish shouldTreaty Government was recognised as legitimate by the Bishops
disown the Republic they had declared and replace it with @en before it was actually established. The Anti-Treatyites
Free State which was independent in fact though making &ho resisted the imposition of the Treaty Government were
submission to the authority of the Crown which was subexcommunicated by the Bishops. But the Anti-Treatyites at
sequently declared to be of no consequence, and to be mergigir lowest ebb, when subjected to crushing defeat by British
token? armaments, were never reduced to a negligible proportion of

It gained two things. It weakened the Government set Ughe population. The active support of the Church was in-
under the Treaty, by insisting that it should make war on thos@ispensable to the Treatyites for securing internal consent to
who opposed the Treaty. Both sides to the Treaty dispute difleir regime, and therefore the Church established a very
their best to remain united during the first six months of 1922pecial position for itself in the Successor-State. The excom-
and it is probable that they would have succeeded if Whitehathunications removed from the internal life of the Treatyites
had not delivered a series of ultimatums to the Treatyite leaderggime all those independent spirits who backed their own
which prevented them from making a workable compromisgudgment against the decrees of the Church, and shepherded
with the Anti-Treatyites. And if, finally, it had not insisted into the Free State regime the large body of 'ordinary decent
that the Treatyites should start shooting the Anti-Treatyitegitizens' who are essentially unpolitical and are guided by the
after a British General was assassinated in London, even thouglithority that is nearest to them.
it was the Treatyite leader, Collins, who had ordered the
assassination. It was a standard Protestant catch-cry during the long era

of the Penal Laws that Catholics could not be admitted to the

The breaking up of the Sinn Fein was a very solid politicabody politic of the state because they could not be bound by
gain achieved by the British democracy when it was obliged t@aths. The alleged reason why they could not be Oath-bound
let go of the greater part of Ireland. was that they recognised their Bishops as having the power to

The other gain was that the Treaty party was set up idissolve Oaths. In 1922 a substantial number of the soldiers of



Government in 1919-21 felt bound still in 1922 by the Opth
they had taken to the Republic. The Bishops dissolved|th
Oath—and there was not a whisper of criticism by the Protegtal
body.

The Protestant body in the 26 Counties, which had no{m
recognised the elected Governments of 1919 and 1921 as

having any legitimate authority, immediately recognised
Treaty' as conferring legitimacy on whatever Government

the Army that had defended the Republic against the BrFsh
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was set up under it by whatever means. It recognised Blltisprinity College—Seat Of Higher Learning—

power as the only legitimate power in Ireland and it recognjsed
the Free State as being constituted by British power. Ths is
evident in theChurch Of Ireland Gazettand inThe Irish
Times

The Free State was actively supported by the CatHolic
Church and the Church of Ireland. The Catholic Church afted

very much as RomanChurch in this instance—much more $o The Little World Of John McGahern

than at any earlier time—but the Church of Ireland did jot

object. The Paedophile Headmaster

Protestantism enjoyed greater representation in the Lggis-
lature in 1922 than it has ever had since. As Garret FitzGgrajgl,

pointed out in his last book, Protestants were accorded alfnost Niall Meehan
half the representation in the Senate. Of course they coul r:g& le And Subst
have had anything like that representation in the elected cha tyle And substance

ber because they were a very small part of the electoratq and

But Low Wages
Trinity, Its Works And Pomps (3)

Poems. The French Lady Up The Falls.

On A Visit To Edinburgh
Wilson John Haire 9

Brendan Clifford (Part 1)

A.N. Wilson (Report)
thany Survivors In The Cold

& B [F] @ B

Stephen Richards (Part 2)

they had pitted themselves against the Irish electorate dringox Pat: Pat Maloney

the preceding ten years (over Home Rule and Independence).

(Abp. Martin On 1916; Rates And Charges;

Nevertheless, one senior member of the Free State Goverqment ~ Protestant Church Elections; DeV's Ireland;

was a Protestant, Ernest Blythe.

Maynooth?; One Church?; Dorothy Day) 18

Hubert Butler complained that there was discriminatjoriThe Vichy Origins Of Modern France

against Protestants in the South because they did not jhave

Catherine Winch

communal representation in the Dail—in other words, becqus€atholic Wealth And The Making Of

it was not a confessional State. The present Protestant Bjshop
of Cork, Bishop Paul Colton, seems to be trying to make dgood
that defect by organising the Protestants into a distinct polifical
body. But it would not have made a blind bit of differencq to
the women who fell foul of the morals of the time and foyn
refuge in the Magdalene laundries how many Protestants pv
involved in the running of the state. The Magdalen institutipns
were British and Protestant in origin and in ongoing inspirat on! N

Protestant Imperial England
Eamon Dyas (Part 2)

come web addresses for associated sites—

eHeresiarch:
http://heresiarch.org

On many issues the ethos of the Free State is inadequatéf10! BOOks:

described as Roman Catholic. It was Roman Catholic/Br{ish

Protestant. The Church of Ireland approved of many th 9%,
the Free State did when they were being done, even thpugh
generations later an attempt was made to suggest otherw

http://www.atholbooks.org

ere is a great deal of interesting reading. Go surf and see!

se.
When Yeats exalted the licentious humanism of the |at&ales:
mediaeval Papacy, and expressed regret that the Cathol cismhttps; //WWW.atholbooks-sales.org

guiding the Free State was altogether different, he waq not
speaking for his people. His people were happy not to fjave
Continental Catholicism in Ireland. And of course it was}is
people who, as active agents of the British Protestant Stgte in
Ireland, had helped to browbeat the disrupted and demorgised
Irish Catholics into apeing their Puritan ways as they bechme
respectable.
When Britain bribed the Irish Parliament into dissolvipg

relaxed about converting Catholics, to put it mildly. Converged
Catholics would have been secure in their property whilejthe
property of those who persisted in living in Papist superstifion
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could be'discovered'and seized. But the loss of the Parliamentmunicipalities run by a socially-minded bourgeoisie, as was
and its laws changed the situation and determined religiousften the case on the Continent.
converting forays were made on Papism. All the loose and
enjoyable ways of Irish Catholic life were sought out and Women entered them voluntarily as the least worst option
publicised with a view to working up a sense of shame aboun the circumstances of the time. They were free to leave, but
them, e.g. Well Days and Stations. There were few lastinig institutions people tend to become institutionalised. If
conversions, but some effect was had on the mores of Catholiegomen who have been through them and feel aggrieved against
And this was consolidated and enhanced when Cardinal Cullenteem—really against the world—can screw compensation out
regime got to work after the 'Famine'. of the State, good luck to them. Better them than the bankers
In recent years certain people have been discovering thahd the judges.
the Ireland that separated itself from England was really very
like England—so like, indeed, that it was hardly there at all. But the torture referral is absurd. The fact that it could
In the Magdalen institutions it was not just like England. Ithappen shows that in many ways the Irish state is still not a
was a piece of England. At least as English as Dalkey. State. It is all on the surface. It is lacking in depth and
resourcefulness.
There were parts of Ireland where the Protestant Crusades
made no impression and where Cardinal Cullen failed to reach. In 1922 an indisputable war-crime was committed in
This journal has its source in those backward regions. In tHeeland. Prisoners who had been held in jail were taken out
mid 1960s we found out about the Magdalen institution irand killed by the Government as an act of public policy. One
Cork City and were astonished. We tried to make an issue ofaf the great atrocities of the French Revolution, held up to
but failed. The Magdalen institutions were not secret. Thehorrify us, was the killing of prisoners for political reasons.
were part of city life. They were known about. They provided
services that were widely availed of in cities shaped in the Should we not have a War Crimes Trial to clear the air and
English mould, where amenities were not laid on bylet us know where the State came from?

Eoghan Ruadh O Stilleabhdin

Aisling

Im leabaidh aréir trim néal do dhearcas-sa

Im leabaidh aréir trim néal do dhearcas-sa
Ainnir ba mhaordha taithneamhach clédh

'Na seasamh lem thaobh go gléigeal geanambhail
Béasach béal-tais banamhail 6g;

Ba chasta cas craobhach dréimreach fada tuigh
Bachalach lei-se 6 bhathas go broig

A carn-fholt néamhrach péarlacamarsach
Slaodach faon-tais daithte mar or;

Bhi luisnetré lonnradh an lile ‘na gnuis ghil
Shoineanda shugach chlimhail mhdirneach
Mhodhamhail mhiochais mhaiseamhail

A claon-dearc réidh-ghlas féigh Iér treascradh
Céadta laoch i bpéin 's i n-ana-bhruid,

A braoi mar ruibe,

'S a séir shéimhe na fionna-chruit ceoil ;

A haol-chrobh néata ghléasas beanna-phuic,
Eisc is éin, coin allta 'gus leomhain,
Cruinn-bharc din is coimheascar machaire,
Tuitim cloinne Uishnigh,

Is éacht na Féinne, ar leathan-bhrat sraill.

A pearsa gan bheinls a scéimh nuair d'amharcas,
Caithtear liom saoghada searca re sedl,

Do shearg mo ghné is do léig mé i n-anacra,
Taodhmach, tréith, gan tapadh na treoir;

Is abaidh do shléachtas féin don mhascalaigh
Aithchim don néamh-ghein freagra coir,

An d'aicme na ndéithe a tréad n6 an treabha don
Dréam chirt daonna 6r eascair a por.

In my bed last night through my sleep | saw / maiden of majestic
pleasing appearance/ standing by my side, pure-bright, lovely /
mannerly, soft-lipped, feminine, fresh / Folding, intertwining, red,
long, thick / curling with her from the crown of her head to her shoe /
her massy tresses—hbrilliant, pearly, curled / flowing, delicately soft,
coloured like gold.

There was a lush through the shining of the lily in her bright features

| serene pleasant, distinguished, amiable / elegant, gentle, comely /
Her enticing eye, clear-lustrous, keen, by which was overcome

hundreds of warriors in pain and great trouble / Her eyebrows slender
as a hair / And her voice more gracious than the fair harp of music /

Her neat limewhite hand that prepares (embroiders on tapestries)
horned bucks / fish and birds, wolves and lions / perfect defensive

ships, and battles on the plain / the fall of the children of Uisneach /

and the exploits of the Fianna, on broad banners of satin

Her person without fault and her beauty, when | saw it / well-aimed
arrows of love were thrown at me / My appearance withered and |
was left in trouble / fretting, feeble, without energy or direction /
Hastily | deferred to the maiden / | ask the lustrous being for a true
answer / Is her race of the nature of the gods, or is it from the tribe of
/ the true human crowd that her kin descended from / Or was she,
without denial, the fair lady who lowered herself / to fall in wicked
adultery (and) directed to us / the swarthy bucks to Ireland

NO ar bhisi gan ditltadhan an fhinne-bhean d’amhluigh
Tuitim i ndrais chuil chugainn-ne stidruigh

Cron-phuic do Banba;

An bhé én Ghréig don Trae noch d'aistrigh

Déirdre shéimh né Céarnait cheannasach,

N6 gile na mbruinneall

Bhi ag aon-mhac Eason sealad ar bord ;



D'fhreagair, ni haon don mhéid sin chanais mé,
Acht airgtheach aonair easbuidhtheach bréin,
Gan bhuidhin dom dhion acht driodar fanatics,
Cuimriosc mioscaiseach,

Méirtneach claon gan taitneamh don Ord.

Is dearbh i réimheasGaedheal gur chleachtas-sa
Ceannas is scléip, le seascaireacht shoghmbhail
Gradam is glaodhach is aol-bhruigh fairsinge,
Caomhna tréin-thear, aiteas is 6l ;

Taisteal is téarnamh laoch dom amharc-sa,
Flatha is éigse, dragain is leomhain,

Meanma shaor is réim gan achrann,

Féasta réics seacht seachtaine ar bord.

Seinmar chiuil-chruit, iolar do thrapaidh,

Imirt ar phunncaibh, fiontas, fllirse
Cumhdach is macnas ;

Féach 'na n-éagmais cé go mairim-se

Féin im mhéirdrigh strae fé dhanaraibh,

Is cineadh Scuit ionnarbtha

Ar Eirinn d'éis mo shnadhmuighthe leo ;

A chara na riogh, do riomhas go fhreastalach
Ranna 'gus laoidhthe i bpratainn na gcémhad,
Is fior go bhfillfidh tré gach anacra

An ruire seo d'imthigh

| gcéin, 's go mbéidh i mBreatain faoi choréin.

Gan moill béidh deillt re saidhbreas seasmhach,
Milleadh 'gus dailleadh )
Ar gach béar nar ghéill do bheartaibh na hOighe.

Though long the tribe of illustrious Irish are weak and insulted in
want, without power, without wealth, without ease / in lowly service
to the rabble of Calvinists / A case that left my countenance coloured
jet-black, / and every stout warrior, wrathful, valiant, battle-ready /
manly, fierce, in the ranks of the chiefs / destitute, my sorrow,
without feasts as they were accustomed / the music of strings or
whiskey on the table.

And every man of the vicious company of Luther / settled contentedly,
well-defended, victorious / forceful in the lands / of the noble seed of
heroic Eibhear and brave Corc / The bright Caesar who won the
sovereignty of Caiseal Luirc / understand that (he) will come / The
person with arms who will scatter your sorrow / My report is not
flattery or lies, as you prophesy / you poets—in verse these facts
before us / without delay there will be separation from lasting wealth
/ destruction and blinding / on every bear that does not yield to the
title of the Virgin.

| Mainistir Naomh béidh céir ar lasadh againn,
Is Eaglais Dé go salmach fos,

Ag canadh Té Deum gan baoghal na eagla,
Cé do bhéir gur searbh an sceol ;

Is gach mangaire méith don tréid seo d’aistrigh
Fearta an tSoiscéil, le taitheamh don phdit,
Gan fearann né féasta , fé charadar,

Tréith fa 1éan ag grafadh ‘s ag romhar

(Or was she) the beauty from Greece who went to Troy, gracious _ ] ) o . .
Deirdre or noble Cearnait / Or the brightness of fair maidens whom Béidh teinegan mhuchadh i rith na gcuig gcuigeadh,
the only son of Jason had for a while to himself / She answered: It is Is sinne-ne go stigach cungantach cursach

not any of all those you related to me / but a lonely, needy, sorrowful, D§-bhriste i gcaismartibh ;

despoiled person / without a band to protect me, but the dregs of Tapscaidh daor-phuins éil is beath-uisce

fanatics / spiteful rabble / treacherous, deceitful, without (any) liking

for (sacred) Orders.

Is léigeadh gach éigeas dréacht im fharradh-sa,
Ag guidhe chum Muire

It is certain in the reign of the Gael that | was accustomed to / Séarlas Réics do chasnamh i gcordin,
friendship and enjoyment, with merry conviviality / respect and regard 'S an Ri seo suidheadh le diomas d’ionnarbadh
and spacious lime(white) mansions / the protection of strong men, Ar saoirse rioghachta Breatan na slogh,

merriment and drinking / travelling and approaching of warriors to
see me / chieftains and bards, heroes and champions / freedom of
spirit and authority without dispute / kingly feast seven weeks at

table.

Gan mheidhir gan greidhin gan radhairse cumais nirt
Go singil gan chiste,
Gan caomhna laoch 'na seasamh 'na chomhair.

Playing on musical harps, abundance for troops / debating of finkn holy monasteries we shall have wax (candles) alight / and the
points of chess, plenty / neighbourliness and good nature / See, @hurch of God full of psalms besides / singing Te Deum without

their absence, how I live myself as a vagabond concubine under (thlanger or fear / though to bears it is bitter news / And every fat jobber
rule of) savages / and the Irish race banished / out of Ireland after ney that tribe that changed / the miracles of the Gospel, from attachment
being married to them / O friend of maidens, | composed plentifullyto drink / without land or feasting—a state they were unaccustomed

verses and poems in the parchment of poetry / truly, (he) will returto / weak and sorrowful, grubbing and ploughing;

despite every hardship / this sovereign who went / far away,
will be in Britain crowned.

Ciodh fada treibh Ghaedhil Ghluis faon fé tharcuisne,
| n-easbadh, gan r'eim , gan rachtmas, gan sogh,

Ag treabhadh go tréith do dhaoscur Cailbhinists,
Céim d'thdig daol-dubh daithte mo shnodh,

Is gach calmach craosach léidmheach lannmhar
Feargach fraochda i dtreasaibh na dtreon,

Go dealbh, mo Iéan, gan féis mar chleachtadar,
Séise téad n4 beath-uisce ar bord.

Is gach duinedo chomplacht chuiripe Luiteir,
Suidhte go stigach trdipeach trimpach

Forsach i bhfearannaibh

Saor-shleachta Eibhir éachtaigh is calm-Chuirc,
Saesar glé bhuaidh réimeas Chaisil Luirc,
Tuigidh go dtiocfaidh

An té le faobhar do scaipfidh bhar mbrén ;

Ni bladar n4 bréag mo scéal mar tharngair
Eigse dréacht na bearta so romhainn,

and (h‘ﬂ]ere will be fire without quenching the length of the five provinces /

and ourselves playful, disposed to help, well-travelled / unbeatable in
battle / Drinking punch of great price, ales and whiskey / and let
every poet read his verse along with me / praying to Mary / to protect
King Charles in his reign / and to expel this King, who sits in pride /
from the tenure of the kingdom of Britain of the hosts / without
merriment, without love, without abundance of the power of strength
/ wretched, without treasure / without the protection of warriors
standing in attendance on him.
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sneaking up on the tent of the High King
of Ireland, Brian Bord, during the battle
of Clontarf. Watch out Brian, he’s behind

yal
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1748—1784 In the year 850 we come to the Palace
Aspects of his Life and Work School of the Carolingian King of France
Part 4

(and future Holy Roman Emperor)
Charles the Bald. Do you see the head
professor? John Scottus Eriugena is his

The Great Eoghan Ruadh
name and, yes you've guessed it, he’'s

Hello again dear readetpnas ata Come on now we'll put on a sprint Irish. You may remember that his picture
ta?* Do you remember the bicycle ride through the Renaissance to get a goodappeared on the Irish £5 note from 1976
we took in Killarney National Park a run atthe uphill road ahead into the highto 1992. Not only do the Irish have the
while ago? Well, lets go back now to Middle Ages. In 1321 we pass Dante pest hurlers in the world, the best stout
collect the bikes so that we can go for Alighieri on his death bed, completing 5n4 the best US Presidents, we also have
another trip. This time we'll be going the third part of hiDivina Commedia :
backwards in time to meet someone whoParadise At 1264 we'll take a break to zgr?;?a r(;fi r:r:ﬁ egurr:ais(ta?z; ael:n/celrent Greek
may have had an indirect influence on catch our breath and have a look at what ’ ’

Eoghan Ruadh’disling poetry. The can be seen from this height. In your At 611 AD We Come across a gang
character in question lived in Italy shortly saddle bag you will find some ham ©f monks singing as they row their boat
after the time of St. Patrick, hence my sandwiches and crisps and a carton otipriver all the way to Switzerland:

use of a historical cycle trip to build an orange juice. For dessert we have a En. silvis caesa flucta meat acta carnia
imaginary bridge back to that time. I'd couple of chocolate rice crispie cakes !

Bicornis Rheni et pelgus perlabitur

also like to introduce you to some histor- left over from the 1st birthday party of

ical characters whose names who will my lovely niece and God-daughter,

crop up later on in relation to Eoghan. Claire.

Now, you had better bring a cloth

because it has been raining overnight There's a grand view from this height.

and the saddle will be a bit wet. The heavy chap over there in Oviento is
We'll start off in 1746, two years Thomas Aquinas who is putting the

before Eoghan Ruadh was born. On 16thfinishing touches t&®anis Angelicugor

April in this year was fougtBlar Chlil  the new feast of Corpus Christi. Further
Lodair, the Battle of Culloden. We can on around 1250 we see Thomas, his

gi‘ﬁigggg?%zgsggscﬁgﬁznr'ij:,:g‘]gcvr;)?master Albert the Great, and the rest of
from Culloden Moor along’side Bonnie the Scholasti_c ph?lospphers at the Uni-
Prince Charlie. It was a disaster sureVersity of Paris, bringing the great Greek

enough. As Sir John himself said, every- Philosophy finally into the system of
thing was going to pot. Up the road a Christendom—the Baptism of Aristotle.
bit, in 1683, you can see the Polish King In 1187 we can see the brilliant general
Jan Sobieski beating the Turks from the Salah ad-Din, 1st Sultan of Egypt and
gates of Vienna. A good bit further along, Syria, capturing Jerusalem. His great
in 1521, we see Ferdinand Magellan gpponent is the English crusader King
landing on Macktan Island to fight with Rjchard the Lionheart (Robin Hood's
with the Filipino chief Lapu Lapu. Watch - 4, gie). Richard’s younger brother, John
out Magellan, he's behind ya! (Robin Hood's baddie), would later

There is Christopher Columbus set- succeed him as king. John was also the

ting foot in the new world in 1492. We 2nd Norman Lord of Ireland. These are

uncta.
Heia viri! Nostrum reboans echo sonet
heia...

State animo fixi, hostisque spernite
strofas,

Virtutum vosmet armis defendite rite.

Vsetra, viri, Christum memorans
mens personet heia!

See, cut in woods, through flood of
twin-horned Rhine

Passes the keel, and greased slips over
seas—

Heave, men! And let resounding echo
sound our 'heave'...

Stand firm in soul and spurn the foul
fiend's tricks

And seek defence in virtue's armoury—

You men, remember Christ with mind
still sounding 'heave'.

The abbot cum skipper is a Leinster-

arrive at May 1453 just in time to see the Plantagenet boys, the sons of Henryman called Columbanus. He has been
the army of the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed !l and the formidable Eleanor of Aqui- expelled from France for giving grief to
Il storming through the broken walls of taine. Eleanor also tried her hand atKing Thierry (Theodoric) Il of Burgundy

Constantinople. Did you notice the bundle crusading alongside her first husbandand Austrasia over his concubines. Now
of Imperial garments lying over there in Louis VII of France. In 1150 you can Columbanus is planning to preach the
the dust? They were thrown off by the see Adelard of Bath translating Euclid's Gospel to the Suevi and Alamanni. Later
last Byzantine Emperor Constantine XI Elements from the Arabic. The cultural he will preach to the Lombards in Milan.
before he threw himself for the last time developments of these Middle Ages are

into the thick of the battle. In 1445 we quite a cosmopolitan affair with Jews In the year 570 we see a young
can just about make out on the horizon,and Arabs and Greeks cooperating withwidow named Aminah bint Wahb just
the sails of the ships of the PortugueseSpaniards and Italians and Englishmen.after giving birth to a baby boy six
Prince, Henry the Navigator. They are months after the death of her husband,
rounding Cape Verde for the first time There are interesting times indeed Abdullah. The name she gives to her
in the hope of establishing a Christian but we're still only half way to our child is Muhammad ibn Abdullah. That
kingdom in tropical Africa and turning destination so we'll push on now. Taking momentous event took place at Mecca
the flank of Islam. Henry was the last advantage of the steep down slope, wen the Arabian desert.

Crusader and the first Conquistador. ~ can freewheel right into the very found-

ations of Europe. At 1014 we catch a  Now dear reader you'll be glad to
glimpse of Brodir the Manx Viking hear that we are nearly at the end of our

* How are you? [Ed.]



within me the old age of her gloom.
White hairs are scattered untimely on
my head, and the skin hangs loosely
from my worn-out limbs...."

cycle trip. We'll just peddle over to Italy pages of theConsolationand in any

in the year 523 AD. This is about 30 case | wouldn't be able to understéme
years after the death of St. Patrick. Themeaning of most of it. Luckily enough
Italian roads are not as well maintained though,ll Papa, Benedetto XVI, who is

in the @& century as when the Roman a handy enough scholar, has read it and

Empire was flourishing. Since the Ostro- here is his quick summary of Boethius’
goths took over the place road mainten-thought:

ance has not been a priority. It just so
happens that your wheel knocks off a
stone on the road and you go head over
heels onto the road. Luckily for you the
verge of the road is now overgrown,
grassy and soft so your landing is not
too hard. So, what did the Ostrogoths
ever do for you, eh?

We'll tie up our long suffering bikes
outside the prison in the town of Pavia
in Lombardy. We have come a long way
from Muckross Friary. Well maybe not
so far, maybe. Look inside the prison
cell there an you will see a man aged
forty something who is writing at a stone
desk. This is the man we have come all
this way to meet and his name is Anicius
Manlius Severinus Boéthius. | would like
to explore the possibility that the 8
century IrishAisling songs, especially
those composed by Eoghan Ruadh O
Stilleabheéin, were influenced by one
of Boethius' books namelyhe Consol-
ation of Philosophyl know, dear reader,
that I'm going out on a bit of a limb here
but come with me for a while and see
what you think yourself.

"Through this work,De Consola-
tione Philosophiae, he sought
consolation, enlightenment and wis-
dom in prison. And he said that
precisely in this situation he knew how
to distinguish between apparent goods,
which disappear in prison, and true
goods such as genuine friendship,
which even in prison do not disappear.
The loftiest good is God: Boethius—
and he teaches us this—learned not to
sink into a fatalism that extinguishes
hope. He teaches us that it is not the
event but Providence that governs and
Providence has a face. It is possible to
speak to Providence because Provid-
ence is God. Thus, even in prison, he
was left with the possibility of prayer,
of dialogue with the One who saves
us. At the same time, even in this
situation he retained his sense of the
beauty of culture and remembered the
teaching of the great ancient Greek
and Roman philosophers such as Plato,
Aristotle—he had begun to translate
these Greeks into Latin—Cicero, Sen-
eca, and also poets such as Tibullus
and Virgil" (BXVI 2008).

Among the links | would notice

Then the writer describes the vision:

"My dutiful pen was putting the last
touches to my tearful lament, when a
lady seemed to position herself above
my head. She was awe-inspiring to
look at for her glowing eyes penetrated
more powerfully than those of ordinary
folk...

"Her robe was made from im-
perishable material, and was sewn with
delicate workmanship from the finest
thread. She had woven it with her own
hands, as | later heard from her own
lips. But because it had not been
brushed up for so long, a film of dust
covered it... At the lower edge of the
robe was visible in embroidery the
letter [] (Pi), and the neck of the
garment bore the letter 0 (Theta) ...
But the robe had been ripped by the
violent hands of certain individuals,
who had torn off such parts as each
could seize..."

"Philosophy, still wearing and
dignified expression, had just ended
this gentle and sweet song, and was
rehearsing some further words when |
cut her short, for | had not yet forgotten
my deep seated sense of grief..."

There follows a long conversation in

in which the writer puts questions to the

between the ancient Boethius and aLady and she teaches him and in the end
Boethius (480 —524 AD) was a hlgh re|ative|y modern lIrish writer such as he achieves consolation in his troubles.

government official and served as ConsulEoghan Ruadh, are the description of
in the Government of Theodoric who the writer's depressed psychological

To my mind at least, those images of

was the Ostrogoth King of Italy. He was State, the metaphor of a woman appearBoethius compare very closely with
both a committed Christian and an enthu-ing to the writer at a time when he is those of anAisling, for example”lm
siastic student of the old philosophy of downcast and in despair, the questionleabaidh aréir trim néal do dhearcas-
Greece and Rome. His writings are saidand answer dialogue, and the oppressivés@”. The poet is a depressed state; the
to form a bridge between the pagan political background. woman is awe-inspiring, even though

classical philosophers such as Plato and  pe consolatione Philosophiaakes she has been r_oughed up in her_ day;
Avristotle and the Christian philosophers. e form of an imaginary dialogue bet- there are questions and explanations

He has been called the last Roman an - - I'll say no more on this for the time
the first Scholastic. dveen Boethius and Philosophy, who being but you can have a look for

) ) ) appears in the form of an awesomeyourse”_
In spite of his work for the purity of \yoman The following extract gives an
government and the welfare of the

) . idea of the writer's dejected state of mind  But could it really be that the ancient
people, Boethius was charged with 4t the time of his vision: Boethius had a hand in the development
treason without his being allowed to o of the Aisling? Vision poems and prose
defend himself. His property was confis- 0 pleasant songs my work was 9 1 poems P
cated. and he himself condemned to erstwhile given, and bright were all have been common in Irish literature for

' . my labours then; but now in tears to over a thousand years. For example the
death. The poor fellow was thrown into 55 refrains am | compelled to turn. vision poenBaile Chuinn Chétchathaig
prison, tortured, and eventually murdered. s my maimed Muses guide my pen, gates from the 7th century. In it the future
and gloomy songs make no feigned yings of Ireland are named in a prophetic
;g:;ssgi?/g\rl\éor?nyeft?ncli.a\-/rg(rar?ecc%%d :r?_dream. In the 10th centungislinge

P Oengusaells how Oengus see a vision

ionless upon my way. They were the . . .
pride of my earlier bright-lived days: of a beautiful maiden with whom he

in my later gloomy days they are the eventually falls in love and marries.
comfort of my fate; for hastened by Another earlyAislingsupports the claim

unhappiness has age come upon meof the poet's patron to the kingship.
without warning, and grief hath set Visions occur in love songs and in stories

7

While he was in prison he wrote his
best known work:De Consolatione
Philosophiae The theme of this book
is, why do good people suffer while bad
people are not punished but are instead
very successful in life? Now, dear
reader, I'm not going to bluff my way
through this as | have only read a few



of the Fianna As Daniel Corkery has before the battle of Benburb. In 1648 he interested to hear your views of my
pointed out however, the Jacobite poli- was consecrated as Bishop of Ross. Intheory regarding Boethius and the
tical Aislingwas new to the 18th century. 1650 he was captured by English forcesAisling. There is no evidence thate
This newgenrerelates directly to the acting under Lord Broghill near Carraig Consolatione Philosophiagias ever
tyrannical conquest of Ireland and to the an Droichead, Co. Cork. A small number translated into Irish and it is doubtful
suppression of the religion, the laws andof Irish soldiers were holding out in that Eoghan Ruadh would have been
the language of a national culture rooted Carrigadrohid Castle and the Bishop wasable to read it in Latin. It is possible
in European pre-history. hung from one of the arches of the bridgehowever that Boethius' writings held a
in order to intimidate them. With his particular attraction for the Irish Scholars
De Consolatione Philosophiagas last shout he urged the garrison to holdat the Franciscan College in Louvain.
a very influential book right down to out to the last, but the men were terrified This may in turn have led to the work
modern times. In England a translation by the method of his execution and they being discussed in wider lIrish literary
was made by King Alfred the Great surrendered immediately. People at thecircles. The link could also be made via
which is said to have influenced J.R.R. time considered Boethius Mac Egan to the hundreds of priests who were educ-
Tolkien when he was writing the charac- be a martyr.The stories of such people ated on the Continent during the Penal
ter of Tom Bombadil inThe Lord Of as these would give come context to thetimes. Throughout the 18th century there
The RingsQueen Elizabeth | also made words of Eoghan Ruadh O Stiilleabhéin: was a close link between the poets and

a translation.

While there is no manuscript record

of the Consolationbeing circulated in
Ireland in the Middle Ages,there is

however a hint that Boethius' work was
well regarded among a certain class of

Irish scholars in the early 4€entury

the priests of Ireland. Eoghan Ruadh

| Mainistir Naomh béidh céir ar lasadh was a school friend of Fr. Ned Fitzgerald

againn and various other priests. Fr. Ned was

Is Eaglais Dé go salmach fés educated at the Irish College in Nantes
Ag canadh Té Deum gan baoghal nain Brittany. The Irish scholar Bishop

eagla... John O'Brien was educated at the Sour-

bonne in Paris and at Toulouse. It is

And so dear reader, we have come atherefore possible that Boethius was

when the religious and cultural attack /ong way on this trip. Thank you for discussed at gatherings of ti@iirt
on Ireland was well under way. In 1606 Staying with me so far. I would be Ejgse—the Court of Poetry.

King Philip of Spain established the Iris;l

Franciscan College of St. Anthony

the University of Louvain. This Univer-
sity was a major centre of the Catholi
Counter Reformation. Many Irish schol
ars such as Flaithri O Maoilchonaire
Aodh Mac Aingil and Gille Brighde O

hEodhasa were members of this College Chrlsty Ferguson, and the item appeared in ]uly 1954. We are indebted

The first school of modern Irish was
established at Louvain and the Franci
can College was to site of great literar
activity. TheAnnals of the Four Masters
were compiled there. Also books wer

printed in Irish and many prose and

poetic works were composed.

Now it happened that the namsg
Boethius was common among the Iris
Franciscans at this timelt seems to

Trinity, Its Works And Pomps (3)

The following is from Report, published by the Workers Union of Ireland
(General Secretary, James Larkin Junior, TD). The paper was edited by

to Manus O'Riordan for bringing it to our attention

Trinity College—Seat Of Higher
Learning—But Low Wages

h

Universities are intended not merely case of the ordinary private employer,
to be centres of learning and mediumswhose employees are unorganised, their
N through which young men and women wages were low and their conditions of
acquire education in the learned pro- employment poor. The majority of the

have been used as the Latin form of thefessions, but also custodians of theporters were receiving from £4 17s. 6d.

Irish name Baoth Galach, especiall
among the MacEgan clan. The Ma
Egans were were a famous legal famil

achievements of human thought andto £5 17s. 6d. per week; gardeners (or
L development of the human mind and groundsmen) were paid such rates as £4
y spirit.  They have particularly prided 6s.; £5 3s. 6d. and up to £6 5s. with

and over the centuries they had servgdhemselves on their efforts to protect some on £1 15s. 0d. and £3 5s. 0d. The

as Brehon Law judges and lawyers i

various parts of Ireland. The Franciscavl

Boethius Mac Egan, was born at Cil
Bhrain (Kilbrin) in the barony of Duhal-
low in County Cork around the yeal
1600. His family had been hereditar
Brehons to the McDonough McCarthy
Lords of Duhallow. Our Boethius Mac
Egan was educated in Cork and Bo
deaux. He had a reputation as a grg
preacher and was well regarded in th
Order. In 1645 he joined the Irish
Confederate Army and heard the confe

I and raise the dignity of man and to securetop rate for a library attendant was £5
,recognition for the real worth of the 1s. 0d. while one special group of
individual. For these and other reasonsemployees known as "skips" or better
Universities would normally be expected described as house attendants (probably
to provide fair rates of wages and condi- the nearest analogy would be an officer's
tions of employment for the lower, non- "batman" in the army) had a wage of £5
professional grades of workers in their 6s. 0d. per week, for which they worked
employment. seven days a week.

All this leads up to the fact that The Union, as a beginning, sought
ptecently the Workers' Union of Ireland an all round increase of £1 per week,
eorganised the staff of porters, gardenersand certain improvements in conditions,

(or groundsmen), attendants, etc., inincluding a day off each week for the
-Trinity College. When their wage rates "skips". The claims were modest,

sions of Eoghan Ruadh O'Neill's mer} were checked it was found that as in theparticularly the wage claim, as in



University College, for example, t
porters rates were from £6 10s. Od. to]£8
2s. 0d. for the senior porter. But little
no progress was made in the dirgct
negotiations with the College authoritigs
who pleaded that the financial positign
did not allow for any real improveme
and finally after much delay, offered gn g

Wilson John Haire

The French Lady
From Up The Falls

» | often wondered what the old lady meant:

photograph of Kaiser Wilhelm the

increase of 5/- per week to the portgrs. Second

This offer was only made after the ¢

eand this statuette below him

was referred to the Labour Court ang a©f St Therese of Lisieux—the Little

conciliation conference had been pr
ded over by an Officer of the Court.

_ Flower,
as a compliment.
Back to the early 20th Century,

by the full Labour Court, which has n
issued a recommendation that the exjst-
ing rates be increased by 15 per c
subject to a maximum sum of 20/-
week. Apparently, the Labour Coyrt
saw little merit in the plea of the Colle

—

So what did it mean to this French lady

when all around her war was wrecking
“Belfast City, and a convulsed Brit baby
I saw a sectarian nanny packing.

e Fifty years before, as an artist of the

authorities that if any reasonable i ir:r:‘\)/ieszi'ﬁﬁ circus at the Grand Opera
provement was granted the College fges', . g P

would have to be increased, and t

Kshe flew to her lover and lived like

the view that the education of the youhg Diogenes.

ladies and gentlemen would have tolbe
at someone else's expense other thar th

ver the years her lifejacket

ecame a straitjacket.

ordinary workers who attend to the Time was the devil who tightened the
comfort of the students and maintain fhe straps.

common amenities of the Institution. H

e was in the Crum

on a one-way ticket.

She waited but he never came out,
died there from some mysterious mish

Dusts the Little Flower, wipes the fad
of the Kaiser,

(her mother was French, her father
German)

listens to the third bomb go off

that morning,

and then another chastiser.

Still longs for her man,

kisses the snap of this long-dead felgn.

Two countries to reconcile,
two nationalities,

two nations once at war,
(one wrongly reviled)

two cultures of intangibility,
two races, two languages,
nothing of which she abhors.

When living in two nations

it's not wise to love one too much

at the expense of the other one's patie

Nor wise to hate one too much

for anger is too heavy a burden to ca

down a long road.

Just halt halfway, to exchange hate fpr
love,

though it's still a load.

=

4th February, 201

Part One

"McGahern held up a mirror to
society”, according to the CoBvening
Echo (May 13) in a review ofThe
Church And Its Spire: John McGahern

Brendan Clifford

The Little World Of John McGahern

writes in complete freedom, within the
limits of language and talent; and the
people | knew in the Dublin of the

time acted as if they had complete

The Darkis about a brutal, domineer-
ing father and his son. The father
pounces on the son for letting slip the
four letter word:

"'Say what you said, because | know.'

| didn't say anything.

'Out with it | tell you.'

‘| don't know | said anything.'

'F-U-C-K is what you said, isn'tit?...

Now do you think you can bluff your
way out of it?"

'l didn't mean it, it just came out.'

ap.

nce.

rry

And The Catholic Questiofy Eamon

Mabher, published by the Columba Press
this year. The reviewer, Vincent Kelly,

says:

"It was a hallmark of McGahern's
bravery that he dared to deal with
issues and subjects that others at the
time were afraid to highlight because

freedom to read and think whatever
they wanted. So it was a sharp shock
when my own novelThe Dark ran
foul of our authorities. For me it
brought in something unpleasant,
something alien, for all that mattered
to us was whether the work was good
or not" (The Solitary Readein Love

Of The World: Essay93).

of the suffocating and all-encompassing

power of the Catholic church..."”

| read McGahern's first two novels

soon after they were publishedThe
Barracks in 1963 andThe Dark two
years later.The Barrackss the story of

a Garda sergeant's wife who is dying o
It was not banned as far as |
recall. The Darkwas banned and Mc

Gahern took his place among the martyrs
of the Irish Censorship. He wrote later

cancer.

about the banning:
"l think every writer imagines he

The stifling medium of Irish life
generated by the dominant influence of
the Church is a theme of most of his
novels, which seem to be heavily auto-
biographical. And he writes in his
N autobiographyMemoir (2005):

"The Catholic Church was dominant
and in control of almost everything,
directly or indirectly. In a climate of

was hardly any crime and little need
of a barracks... other than as a symbol"

(P32).

suppression and poverty and fear, there

"The filth of your head came out you
mean. And I'm going to teach you a
lesson for once. You'd think there'd
be some respect for your dead
mother...'

He took the heavy leather strap he
used for sharpening the razor from
its nail on the side of the press.

'‘Come with me upstairs. ['ll teach
you a lesson... Into the girls' room.
This'll have to be witnessed'..."

He is taken into his sisters' room and

made to strip.

Off with the trousers, | said.'

He just moved closer. He didn't lift a
hand, as if the stripping compelled
by his will alone gave him pleasure."

"They all got beatings, often for no

reason."

But:
"The worst was having to sleep with
9



him the nights he wanted love...

number of ex-husbands and abortionsand nationalist Ireland. Again there is a

‘You don't have to worry about and a jealous father. She reveals thatyrannical father, the browbeaten son

anything. There's no need to be afraid she had a relationship with a rich Brazil- (though not sexually abused, | think)
or cry. Your father loves you' and jgp a5—

hands drew him closer. They began to
move in caress on the back, shoving
up the nightshirt, downward lightly to
the thighs and heavily up again, the
voice echoing rhythmically to the
movement of the hands.

'You don't have to worry about
anything. Your father loves you. You
like that—it's good for you—it relaxes
you—it lets you sleep. Would you
like me to rub you here? Itll ease
wind. You like that?... You'll kiss
your father good night?

The lips closed and breath went as
arms crushed...

‘Good night, sleep well', he said and
it was unimaginable relief to be free to
suck breath in and to wipe his track
off his lips..."

masturbating against him. Homosexua
incest? Is it conceivable that this was
written in the early 1960s, by an author
living in Dublin, under the misapprehen-
sion that in literature in Ireland anything
goes? And, not only living in Dublin,
but teaching in a National School there?
And an author whose literary theme was
the oppressiveness of Catholic clerical
control of life in general?

Is it not more believable thathe
Dark was written to affront the culture
of the society, and to be banned?

And was it unreasonable that the
author of that notorious book was not
allowed to continue in his job as a
National School teacher?

I had very slight experience of the
education system, but | know that
National teachers were pillars of the
society in Ireland then, much more than

they are today, and much more than theyPO™" magazine, pu
The moral is banal.

were in England. It was their task to
reproduce and develop the national
culture. If the national culture needed
to be subverted, it was not the busines
of the teachers to do it. And, if somebody
saw it as his vocation to subvert the

national culture, it was not unreasonable

of the teaching profession to require him
to step aside and find another position
to do it from.

sexual form irThe Leavetakin@1974),

"a cover for that with my father... |
felt 1 was betraying him . This led
back to my father [in analysis]. And

in particular to one thing that happened.

When | was twelve and living with my

and the second wife dying of cancer.

| assume McGahern was working
over something in the experience of his
own life in these novels, but as images
of Irish life in the De Valera period they

father outside New York, one night 4re apsurd. That is, they are absurd as

he came into my bed and masturbated
against me. | asked him about it in the

morning... He said | must have been
dreaming. | knew he was lying but |
hid it from myself. Then, shortly
before | was married, as most young
girls do, I fell in love with him. He
encouraged me, but it was a guilty
love... I felt my whole wedding night

images of rural life, and their setting is
rural. Perhaps they serve as an urban
fantasy which explains away the urban
inadequacy of a generation as the effect
of a narrow Catholic and nationalist
dominance pressing on the city from the
country. But I lived in the country in
those times and | know very well that

was a betrayal of my father, though he the ultra-zealous Catholicism was gener-

had arranged it all..."

ated in the towns and pressed on the
countryside through missionary activity.

I do not recall if there are other variants) |eft |reland because of it in my early
The father gropes the son while of the incest theme in any of the other yyenties. | saw Dublin for the first time

| novels.

a few years later and found it an appal-
lingly constrictive place. My first im-

The teacher has an argument with pression of it was of one vast Church.

the Headmaster who is sacking him. Can
he teach the Catechism while living in
sin? Of course he can:

"All you need to teach is knowledge
and skill. If | refused to teach it on a
point of principle, then I'd resign, but |
don't refuse. It is written down in
black and white in the official Notes
For Teachers on history that the
cultivation of patriotism is more
important than the truth. So when we
teach history Britain is always the big
black beast. Ireland is the poor
daughter struggling while being raped,
when most of us know it's a lot more
complicated than that. And yet we
teach it..."

The Pornographefiollowed in 1979.

It is about a writer of stories for a soft
blished in Dublin!

influential writers of the French Revolu-

tion.

| am not suggesting that McGahern
misrepresented rural life. He probably
described what he saw honestly enough.
But what he saw was largely determined
by his vantage point. Elizabeth Bowen
was sometimes in the countryside. But,
being in a Big House, she saw little of it
and experienced nothing of its life.

McGahern lived in the countryside
for much of his youth but he was not of
it. He had a police view of it. He lived
in a series of Garda Barracks. His father
was a Garda Sergeant. And Garda
Sergeants, because of the way the Rep-
ublic was broken up and the Treaty State
imposed, were hardly more a part of the
life of the community than the RIC were.
Guards and their families were transients.
During my few years at school | was put

The porn writer has Sitting with a Guard's son and got to

difficulty about forming personal rela- know him to some extent but | never
tionships. Porn is not seen as one of theNew his family. McGahern observes
Jnost influential art forms of the 20th
century on the living of ordinary life— 1O €
and Marquis de Sade as one of the mosthere was very littlévisiting” between

somewhere that in rural Ireland families
lived in seclusion from each other, that

them. That is the reverse of the truth in

destroyed by the progress of civilisation Guards did not visit and were not visited.

pornographers dedicated to their art, angBarracks that appe.ared like a garrison at
The incest theme recurs in hetero- during the past sixty years they have the centre of the village. It was, I sup-

become part of ordinary urban life, which

pose, built as such when Slieve Luacra

which is about a teacher being sacked.pbecame unbearably arid in its propriety. Was opened up by the military around

But he is not sacked for writing a
scandalous novel.

The issue is that he

Amongst Wome1990) seems to be

1840 after the last Whiteboy rising and
an attempt was made, with little success,

married a foreign divorcee during a the most celebrated of McGahern'sto incorporate it into West British
sabbatical year in London. In the novel novels, and the one which is taken to becivilisation. It was a big building sur-
the divorcee is a rich American, with a an image of the awfulness of Catholic rounded by a wall that extended into the



crossroads around which, | assume, thewere very sociable occasions. Beyondwas because of the conduct of the
village was built at that time. With only that most of them dragged their heels. Bishops over the Independence War and
three Guards, it could hardly be said to  But here again McGahern is probably the Treaty War. As | recall, | was told
have beer'garrisoned”in the 1940s, describing life in the Barracks. A Garda this matter-of-factly by my mother, who
though it may have been in the 1920s.Sergeant was a pillar of the State. Hiswas averagely religious. In my teens |
But garrison relations existed between it father seems to have had some involve-used to discuss the affairs of the world
and the community. Of course, with the ment in the IRA in 1920-21, but to have with him in Christy Sullivan's black-
rise of Fianna Fail, the community had gone directly into the Guards when they smith's forge.
become dominant, but it was still wary were set up by General O'Duffy with The other day | heard a Radio
of the Guards and kept them at a distancethe purpose of enforcing the Treaty State,Eireann programme about Frank Duff
It circumvented them with the result that, with the very active support of the Hier- by the sanctimonious John Bowman and
little though there was for them to do, archy of the Catholic Church, which had it put me in mind of the attempt to set up
what they were able to do was even lessnot recognised the Republic of 1919-21 a branch (or was it a regiment?) of the
The Guard's son that | knew in as the legitimate Irish Government The Legion of Mary in Boherbue parish. |
passing soon moved on, in the usualauthoritarian features of the State obvi- gathered from the programme that the
way, to some other Barracks, and it wasously derive from its enforced establish- Legion was a world-wide organisation
as if he had never been. ment on the insistence of the Imperial and was the only such body established
There was very little criminal busi- Government backed by the Church Hier-by a lay person—Frank Duff. But
ness for the Guards. McGahern is rightarchy. The Anti-Treatyites were ex- Boherbue Parish warded it off in the

about that. But was it because'af communicated. 1950s.
climate of suppression and poverty and A generation later, in the forties and
fear"? Life in the country around Boher- fifties, Fine Gael was the party of reli- It seems that where two or three

bue Barracks was very lively indeed. If gious piety and practice while Fianna houses are gathered together the urban
there was poverty—and it is difficult to Fail was the party of religion as a custom mentality begins to germinate and
establish an objective criterion of what of the country. sociability begins to give way to net-
poverty is which can be applied between working. There were, maybe, thirty
societies of very different kinds—there The Guard's son that | knew briefly houses in Boherbue village then. It was
was plenty for poor people to do that did and in passing around the age of eightnot a traditional village, | think. The
not involve the spending of money. | gave me no insight into the Garda men-houses seemed new. Only the black-
cannot recall any family that might be tality. But Pat Murphy, whom | later smith's forge seemed out of place, as if
considered poor that did not have thegot to know very well, was the son of a it had always been there. | guess the
means of feeding itself. Rent was not aDublin Guard whose influence on the village was established as a base of
factor because of the land war. Thefamily seems to have been much like operation in Slieve Luacra after the
GAA, a sociable centre of rural life that what is depicted by McGahern, but with- Whiteboy rising.

does not appear in McGahern's world, out the sex abuse. But Pat, who was a Anyhow, the village developed a
was not in the least like a Golf Club. resourceful person—a modern Odys-bourgeois element that was actively
And the Rambling Houses, which were seus, not at all like our miseraliéysses pious, and a platoon of the Legion was
widespread, were not, as | recall, usually—contrived to spend much time with established there to conduct missionary
the houses of the better off. De Valera'shis mother's family in County Limerick, activity in the countryside and modernise
much-ridiculed ideal of rural Ireland, and developed a unique understandingits religious practice. And the
expressed in the 1940s, never seemed tof both urban and rural Ireland. countryside sabotaged the effort. When
me anything but a description of what the Legion group set out on its good
existed. No doubt it could not continue  All through my teens | lived amidst work in the evening, word was passed
if Ireland was destined to throw itself the"climate of suppression and feasf ~ on about its line of advance and few
heart and soul into the market, but it did De Valera's Ireland as a sceptic. | hadpeople were found at home. And the
exist. And it was an extraordinarily an extreme intolerance of religious prac- project was abandoned.

lively place, not explicable in terms of tice which expressed itself as scepticism | left about then, during the great
suppression and fear. when it wasn't let be, or as atheism if surge of urban religiosity that was trying
provoked. Itwasn'tthat | thought | knew to penetrate the country.

about these things. | just wasn't interes-
ted in them.

An entirely unrealistic feature of
McGahern's world is the picture of men
as the authoritarian upholders of the
practice of religion. Though the sexes
were much more equal in the rural
Ireland | knew in the forties and fiftees
than they were in London when | went
there in the late fifties, there was this
difference between them, that religion

| have a first cousin who said she
would become a nun. Her parents said

| would say the basic view of the .
X they wouldn't let her. But she was as
backward part of that society—the non- )
stubborn as | was. She was locked in

urban part—was that Catholic practice her room for a while, in the hope that

was sociable and pleasant up to a point, .
and that the fact that England had doneShe would change her mind. But she

) : had her way, and the last | heard is that
its damndest to stamp it out was a good | ~, . : .

-~ . Y7 "“she's still a nun. So, in that climate of
enough reason for persisting in it.

was women's business. On the whole e : 'fear and suppression’, people could have
R . .~ “Beyond that point it was resisted. . .

men, though not anti-religious in prin- very different impulses and act on them.

ciple, were not much inclined towards When | was a child, there was aman  That region, which kept religious zeal

the practice of it. They went to Mass on who on certain occasions used to disruptwithin limits then, seems to keep it up

Sunday morning as a customary andthe Mass by marching up the aisle to theclose to those limits now.

sociable activity. And they attended the altar rail and denouncing the priest.

Station Masses in the townlands, which When | asked about this, | was told it The countryside was not a
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nondescript stretch of territory between Faber & Faber. And, as far as | canshow that he is attuned to the disparaging
towns. It was a series of townlands. | gather, the first of them was solicited by of the War of Independence that was
have no idea how townlands came aboutfaber before it was written. And | have then becoming fashionable. And we are
or why they had that name. | only know to take it that the second was written in told that'the priest, the single man, was
that you did not live in 'the country' but order to be banned. They are British the ideal of society” And he repeats
in a townland. 1 lived in Gneeves— regional literature for the Irish. that the people of the countryside hardly
which means eithéiaction” or a meas- In his last novel That They May ever met one another.
ure of land. It was a different place Face The Rising Sinwhich is a kind
from Ruhill or Umerabue or Doon if of escapist/Utopian everyday story of  What I recall is a kind of impressed
you lived there, but | suppose not if you country folk, the picture of society cowed amazement that anyone should want to
were passing through. by the Church into submission through be a priest. There was some jibing about
In those backward times there were fear is discarded and replaced with thethe priests being in it for the money, but
two townland holidays a year, connectedidea that it never really became Catholic that did not signify that the giber would
with the Stations, which were survivals at all, but was always freely pagan in become a priest for the money. Life
from Penal Law times and were abolish- itself. But an episode is intruded to was about regaling the senses.
ed by the modernizations of Vatican 2
An institution which enhanced tHe Report
sociable character of the country

the Co-operative Creamery. | workgd AN. Wilson recalled his schooldays in a Daily Mail article, which
as a labourer in one for a couple of yeas. appeared on 11th June. We reproduce extracts below but the article can

It was owned jointly b_y about 1 be read in full (for free) on the paper's website
farmers, who took the milk there every

morning, read their various newspapgrs
(Press, Independent, Examifeand

discussed the affairs of the world. The paedophlle headmaSterl

Co-op farmers were then the major clgss his sadistic wife and the SChOOldays that scarred me forever

in the country. They had taken the pldce

of the gentry, and seemed to have forot- Why exactly my parents selected  Barbara knew how difficult it was
ten that there ever had been gentry. iI'Istone School, Great Ma!vern, as a for me to contain my tears when my
had it in common with the gentry thht suitable place for my education remainsparents left me on a Sunday evening in
they were independent owners of prdp- & mystery to me. It was one of hundredsher sinister care. She enjoyed seeing me

erty and had a fair degree of leisufe of preparatory schools in England — cry.

. . ‘perhaps someone had recommended it
Unlike the gentry, they engaged in labqur {)0 therl?w. 'Her aim was to torture the little boys

and were the motive power in society] | that her husband took a fancy to’

don't see how the history of either he  The headmaster, Rudolf Barbour- o kend. wh

independence movement or the t{vo Simpson, wrote a book called Notes For_. "€ hwee ﬁn X Vr‘]’ en my pare?ts

generations after independence]isBoys, telling us all the things a gentle- Ylilt?ldinttr? ?C (r)iot,v;[lley drfoé? YT;IQ\BN or

comprehensible if they are left out pf man did or did not do. iﬁ V(\:lorcestzrgﬁirz age ot broadway

account. "A gentleman uses a butter-knife When we got .out of the car in the
They were a large class of propeft e\éen Whten eating alone", was one of hISHigh Street, | started not just crying but

owners, widely spread around the OPServauons.

_ sobbing, eventually screaming that |
country. They were literate and thougt- hated Hillstone, that it was horrible being
ful and they met in a kind of dail

assembly. | do not recall even a mentjon
of them in McGahern's novels.

0]

D

He was a self-consciously old-
fashioned man, teaching us to read the™ "7 "= 700~ T T LSt Pt EE T B T
imperialist novels of G.A. Henty, whose ' L
views were forged in the Crimean War, upset and have since learned that it is
even though James Bond books hadgextremely common for the victims of

It might be said that McGahern dld started to appear, and making us studyany kind of abuse to be unable to speak
not set out to write social realist novels. maps of India, as if that great nation of it coherently.

That he worked his own family expelfi- were still part of the Empire. My mother and I, both in tears,

ence under a tyrannical father infa  The school day started with cold implored my father to let me come home
Barracks into a series of novels, andshowers. Then a horrible breakfast. Thenat once. | do not know why he was so
thereby worked himself free of tHe lessons were, for the most part, veryimplacable. .

traumas of his childhood and youth, poorly taught. Anot_her nasty meal He pgrhaps felt_ that it would be bad
that his sketchy social observation|is followed, then organised games everyto give in to a child. Perhaps he was

. . day, come rain or shine. fraid that if | left on hool, | woul
marginal to this and should not be dwglt y 203 dmy va\}ay ou?ofoaneofhceroo ould
upon. What my parents did not know, or  In any event, | was driven straight

But that won't do. His novels afe chose to ignore, was that Mr Barbour- back to my equivalent of Dachau concen-
taken to be a reflection of life in Simpson was a paedophile, who wastration camp. Grey-faced and hiccough-
Valera's Ireland, and adulatory literayy extremely skilful at hiding his proclivit- ing with hours of grief, | no longer cared
criticism of them has been publishgd ies from other grown-ups. that other children might see and mock
around the world. And it cannot be sgid  Nor did they know that his wife was my tears.
that he did not encourage the view thatd sadist, whose waking hours were  Only when | had been at the school
his novels reflected social life. devoted to torturing the little boys on about five years did one of my close
whom her sad husband had formed hisfriends tell his mother what had hap-

All of his books were published attachments. pened to him.



The headmaster, Rudolf, had invit
my friend John into his study and be

to talk to him about sex. What began]as

one of Rudolf's famous introductions fo

the facts of life clearly developed ifto

pure smut.

He asked John to lower his trousgs.
|-
ly, Rudolf did no more than peer at the . . -
Id Bethany Survivors the then State's decision to regulate
is In The Cold the sectarianism of the welfare system,

This was standard procedure. Us

boy’s nakedness, sometimes he w
fondle. Other times, he would open
trousers — but more usually not.

If having gone through these stral
little rituals, which were always acco
panied by smutty talk, he felt especi
attracted to the boy, he would then tr

in order to beat him.
In the mad world of Rudolf’s dicta

e

ly
to
find the child out in some misdemeandqur

Niall Meehan in 2010. Over a third died in the five-
year period (1935-39) before Sterling

Berry entered the Bethany Home. That

Minister for Education Ruairi Quinn was five years after the State took on
has refused to include Bethany statutory powers in 1934 to inspect
Survivors in Redress Scheme and to regulate maternity homes like

Bethany.

"Ruairi Quinn has refused to address

but not the actual welfare of neglect-

Bethanv Home was a Protestant ed and abandoned children. Ruairi
y Quinn is condoning official sectarian-

Evangelical Home for Unmarried Moth- o, today in this republic, as a result.
ers, as well as being a Children's Home. "Ruairi Quinn has rejected not just

It also housed women convicted Bethany survivors but his own
of infanticide, prostitution, and petty  party colleagues Joe Costello and
theft—who were referred there by the Kathleen Lynch who have been cam-

orship, more or less anything wag| a Courts from the 1920s to the 1960s. In  paigning for years on this issue. Junior

beating offence: walking on the wronjg

garden path; not walking on the pajh;

talking after lights out; or being milli

seconds late for a lesson or for gamgs. bof Ireland Archbishop of Dublin in

was once thrashed for being shy.
There were nearly always little boys
waiting outside Rudolf’'s study aftqr

breakfast, listening intently at the dogr.

Swish, swish, swish. That meant

previous boy had only ‘got three’ strokps

of the cane.
If Rudolf was in an excited state pf
mind it could easily become six.

Once Barbara knew that Rudolf wps
fixated on a boy, she would start Her

oy

torturing.

'The head's wife had a cage where
she kept her husband's victims'

1945 it was also recognised as a place Minister Kathleen Lynch was thrown
of detention under the Children's Act outofthe Daillast October while trying

1908. It was opened by the Church to raise the issue of Bethany survivors
' with the then Fianna Fail Minister.

. "Junior Minister Kathleen Lynch is
1922 and closed in 1972. Its assets were currently examining whether another

distributed in 1974: 85% to the Church rejected group, the Magdalene women,
of Ireland Magdalen Home on Leeson ghould be given compensation for
Street and 15% to Miss Carr's Home, the appa””']g abuse they suffered,
North Circular Road, Dublin. which the State has also so far ignored.
In letters to Joe Costello TD and to At a parliamentary Labour Party
Bethany Home Survivors Chairperson, meeting last week Joe Costello asked
Derek Leinster, Ruairi Quinn, Minister her to also examine the Bethany Home
for Education, has turned down the issue. She said she would."
survivors' request to have the Home
iljcluded.infche Schedule to the Residen-  parek Leinster and Niall Meehan
tial Institutions Redress Scheme. They, o sent the following letter to Minister
met the Minister on 24 May last, for Education Ruairi Quinn:
accompanied by other survivors from :

the Home, and by Niall Meehan  "Thank you for your letters of 17

There was a cage, shown to prospgctfrom  Griffith - College Dublin. Inclusion jyne 2011 to Joe Costello and to Derek
ive parents as the place where we KeptS necessary in order for survivors 10 | einster in response to points put to you
our rabbits and guinea pigs. In fact]it apply for compensation for the neglect by Bethany survivors, Niall Meehan and

was used by Barbara to imprison Ryd-

olf's victims.

Sometimes they were left in there ll J
day, until they wet themselves. Thpy Was in Bethany Home between 1941

were not allowed to change.
If she found out that a boy was fright-

ened of water, he would be frogmarchHed
to the high-diving board and pushqd,

fully clothed, into the pool with shar
jabs from Barbara’s umbrella.

O

If she spotted there was a particar

food you disliked, you were for it. Leay-

ing food, or choosing not to eat it, wps

never an option.

In grown-up life, | suffered fro

anorexia and other eating disordefs,
which were only cured by hypnosis ahd

a brilliant doctor. I'm convinced it w
because of my prep school.

Sometimes | meet a boy who waqd at
school with me and, although we hargly
ever discuss our schooldays, it usuglly

they suffered while in the Home, which
they say the State ignored. Joe Costello TD, who met you on 24

Spokesperson Derek Leinster, whd"12Y 1ast.
Bethany Home, a Protestant evan-
and 1945, said, gelical institution, was, to cite the statut-
) ory basis for insertion into the Schedule
In his reply to me and to Deputy tg the Residential Institutions Redress
Joe Costello, Minister Quinn ignored gcheme a 'children's home... in which

the arguments  we put to him. He &hildren were placed and resident... in
gurgitated the tired excuses of his

Fianna Fail predecessors in turn-reSpect of Wh_'Ch a pUb“C bo_dylhad a
ing down Bethany survivors. regulatory_ or mspectlo_n function'. You
"We gave him documents proving have decided not to include Bethany
that state officials, in particular the then Home, though it meets the stated criteria.
Deputy Chief Medical Adviser, Win-  "Possibly, this is because your letter
slow Sterling Berry, ignored evidence does not address the reasons put by the
of neglect and ofthe record numbersBethany delegation for inclusion within
deaths in Bethany Home in the late the Schedule. Your letter raises issues
1930s. In answer to internal and eXthat, while important, did not constitute
ternal  criticism of the Home's standards, o pasis of the argument put to you and

of care, Sterling Berry said|t is .
well recognised that iIIegitimateWthh’ consequently, your reply has

children are delicate Berry then faiI?d_to address. .
forced the Home, in his presence, to Since 1917, according to Mary

turns out the man in question hashad to  .o.qe admitting Roman Catholics, so Re}ftery _(Writing in 2004), 'Protesta_mt
undergo therapy of some sortor feelghe 55 t5 give him and other State offhildrenin need of care' were 'essentially

has been scarred for life.

cials aquieterlife. We discovered Xi@alt with by private institutions'. She
unmarked graves of Bethany children suggested that the state's attitude was
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one of 'hands-off'. As a result, she went "Our CONCLUSION, which the was no less real or damaging than that
on, 'ltis difficult to find any State records evidence shows to be irrefutable, is thatof their Catholic counterparts.’
relating to the Protestant children's in southern Ireland's sectarian welfare In relation to your point about
homes'. Our research into Bethany Homesystem state officials were concerned to'exclusion of the| Bethany Home for
indicates that it is precisely this policy regulate sectarianism but not welfare, r€ligious grounds’, you fail to address
decision not to interfere which is the Levelling the playing field in this way the fact that _orl_gmally In 2002, no
reason for neglect and death in thegave prejudiced officials an easier life Protestant institution was included in the
) ; " Schedule to the Redress Scheme. Mary
Betha_ny Home and the reason why the_lt also fatal_ly comprom|se_d the msp_ect— Raftery again, who also pointed out that
state is culpable. ion regime in Bethany. Children continu- the 2002 Redress scheme originally

"There are in fact state records ed to die and to become ill in significant excluded mother and baby homes like
explaining why the state decided not to numbers. Nearly two thirds of the 219 Bethany. However, one of the State's
interfere when confronted with evidence unmarked graves originated in the 10largest, St Patrick's, was one of 13
of severe neglect in the Bethany Home.year 1935-44 period. This needlessinstitutions added in 2004. As it was
We supplied these records to you andslaughter ended when Bethany was givenRoman Catholic, she continued,
you have not addressed them. Wea Maternity grant in 1949, something ‘Consequently, the exclusion of similar
summarise here. originally expected by Bethany's Protestantinstitutions does indeed begin

"Record numbers of children died in management in 1940, after the Catholic™© appegr"vvorrymgly sectarian’. Raftery
Bethany between 1935-39, buried in ban went on: "A further Chyrch of Ireland

. ’ . , L . institution excluded is the former
unmarked graves in _Mount Jerome _ Sterling _Berry_s exercise in preju- gmyiv's Boys' Home... A number of ex-
cemetery. Over a thlrd of the 219 dice was as illegal in 1939 as it is today. residents have alleged that they were
unmarked graves discovered for the What should have happened? severely abused there as children... this
period 1922-49 originated in this period. ~ "On one other documented occasiongroup feels that it has been sidelined

Statutory inspection of maternity a senior medical adviser entered a mothebecause of its religion".
homes began in 1934 and Bethanyand babies home. Newly appointed (in  As a result of this and of complaints
registered in 1935. In January 1939 1944) Chief Medical Adviser James made by Derek Leinster, Smiley's was
specific criticism of Bethany's standards Deeny visited Bessbrook, Cork, arising then included. Also included was the
of care was reported within the Depart- f,m renorts of unusually high mortality. Protestant run Miss Carr's home, said to
ment Local Government and Public y o o< steriing Berry said of Bethany, have been one of the best run children's

ealth. In August 1939 public criticism Bessbrook seemed 'clean' and 'well run'homes in the state. One puzzled former
of Bethany was raised at a meeting of _ . . . X
the Rathdown Board of Guardians and However, unlike his deputy, Deeny resident of Miss Carr's home we have
published in thelrish Timesand Physically examined a number of child- spoken to threw away his Redress
Independent. The Board of Guardiansren. He found them to be suffering from Scheme invitation to apply for compen-
asked the Minister to report back to thema range of preventable conditions thatsation. Yet Bethany Home, from which
on sick children removed from Bethany were causing the unnecessarily highhundreds were sent to unmarked graves,
who required hospitalisation. mortality. According to Deeny, 'The was still not included. To paraphrase

"The Deputy Chief Medical Adviser, deaths had been going on for years. TheyJames Deeny, it had been going on for
Winslow Sterling Berry, entered Beth- had done nothing about it'. He, 'closed years and nothing was done about it.
any once in February and twice in yhe place down and sacked the Matron, ~ Just as with the Magdalene institu-
October 1939. The evidence shows that, 204 also got rid of the medical tions, the state argues that women refer-

: officer'. red to Bethany by the courts from 1924
exercise. . . , .

"In February he dismissed criticism Had Sterling Berry been less fixated to 1965, entered there voluntarily.
from a departmental inspector who want- O Private denominational matters that Leaving that spurious argument aside,
ed a Bethany nurse mother prosecutedVere none of his statutory business, andthe point is that the state has regulatory
for severe neglect. In October, after themore concerned with his statutory duty of care that it abandoned. It aban-
August meeting of the Rathdown Board responsibility for public welfare, child- doned it in an institution where it was
of Guardians, Sterling Berry entered ren's lives might have been saved.deemed acceptable to lock up women
Bethany twice. He wrote in relation to Sterling Berry soon retired, while Deeny charged with infanticide and petty crime
criticism of standards of care in Bethany, aythored Mother and Child legislation with unmarried mothers and their
fitis well recognised that a large number i, ¢ Noe| Browne failed to have enacted abandoned and then neglected offspring.
of illegitimate children are delicate'. Hel in 1949-50. Doctors and tf@hurch of  The state's washing of its hands of its
then went on to assert that Bethany's .\~ 0 cueca it as ‘communist  responsibility is a further abandonment.
problem was that it was a proselytising . i . . S .
institution and that he proposed, aSmterfel.rence in the _famﬂy. The Roman That is not acceptable in this Republic.
Deputy Chief Medical Adviser, to end Catholic Church weighed in, condemned  Please, in the name of decency and
the practice of attempting to convert and effectively killed the Iegislation for of Justice, withdraw the letter issued in
Roman Catholics by banning their pres- similar reasons. Religiously and private- your name, possibly by someone in the
ence. On his third and final visit he ly run welfare on the cheap continued. civil service, and to get to the heart of
reported being present at the special Raftery's conclusion from her analy- this matter.
meeting he initiated, where it was agreedsis in 2004 bears repetition, 'The fact  Bethany survivors deserve redress.
to cease admitting Roman Catholics.  that the Government uses its past neglectVe would like you to address the points

"You, as Minister in this Republic in  of this section of the community to argue made here that are central to the case for
2011, must address the Deputy Chiefthat it now has no responsibility to even jncjyding Bethany Home in a scheme of
Medical Advisor's use of his statutory hear their case for redress is shameful

he engaged in a damage limitation

) . ; . , ] Yredress."
power in this manner in 1939. It is and unjust. The number of children in
regrettable that you have not done so inthis category was always small. How- http:/gcd.academia.edu/
your reply. ever, the abuse some of them suffered NiallMeeham



. the KJV to seek refuge behind. This was
Stephen RIChardS an English achievement that nobody

could take away. So, as confidence in
the Biblical text waned, the cult of the

Part Two
KJV grew.
Coincidentally we saw the great
period of the gothic revival in Church
Style And Substance architecture, and the fame of Macaulay

at its apogee. The KJV became one of
the legacy issues which the Victorians

For thoseChurch & Statereaders revealed a God of such psychopathic
who haven't been following the argument tendencies that he should be shunned b)overe obsessed with. And for the first
all that closely, let me recap. In the last all right-thinking people. Unfortunately, time we beain to noté 2 sort of stvlistic
issue | took rather a long time to make because of the reckless project of trans—homa o togthe KIV in the writiny of
the point that théuthorised Versionf  lation, these narratives somehow gotCarl Ige Macaulay and Dickens giln a
the Bible (i.e. the translation that some- themselves embedded into the DNA ofd by ,df thi y'h' b stvle i h -
how neglected to be actually authorisedthe English-speaking peoples, and ebased form this igh' style 1S charac
and is more accurately described as theexplicitly or implicitly have been used enzt:c of th(_a”hlrs],tory W”t'hng offCI:huLch_nll,
King James Versionrepresented a as the justification for all kinds of mas- ?n art]erstl ;L eslpeec eso fan aisiey,
backward step in terms of both learning sacres of lesser breeds from Cromwellian.0F \WNom Macaulay was a formative
and language from th8eneva Biblef  times on. I'm not sure if Luther's German mﬂuJence. i Paisley’ h
1557 to 1599. The latter was no longer translation is deemed to have had antO thg\slfetro Ilaft[;&gee ;ﬁﬁgi f\t/t?ﬁeg,es n;
printed in England after 1610 but the equally catastrophic effect. funn sto)r/ at?outghim when he was in
Geneva Bibles continued to flood in, Now [I'll resist the temptation to hi f')f/t i y 1 ¢ h in th
and didn't lose their ascendancy till after engage with Brendan at this fundamental ISII 3(/jyear ?H%S rolppy phase, mh' €
1660. No doubt the KJV was better level, and will return to my less sensa- Ea][y $ys ohtde Ealr %rekr]merz P,
suited to the more reflective non- tional ruminations. | would just say in feor(re]_ ony Pa' IC ar:m(;eb 'm fown
contentious Anglicanism of the Caroline passing that I'm sorry if Brendan was rom his ”e_e- aisiey had been in for a
divines. rather bored by the bits of the Bible he meet'F‘g with Bl_aur and came out of
That's not to say that the KJV was a wasn't shocked by. Without even ventur- Dovynmg Stree_t in a state of dud_geon,
bad translation; but it has been adopteding on the New Testament | would have saying that_BIa|_r h"ad refused to d_|scuss
into the pantheon as one of the gloriesthought most newcomers would find anything W't,h him exc_ept | told him I.
of English literature, together with most of the Old Testament (with the WOU'? agreelt'o something or other. This
Chaucer, Shakespeare and Milton, in aexception of parts oteviticus and Yvasl e>$'cept_ Lésef]j ﬁs, aGsynonyhm for
way that in my view is unhelpful to our Numbersand Chronicleg an exciting Jlégjssi’nasc'jilgcjés?onn ?Nitr?st%iw Jeerv(\a/ish
understanding of both the Bible and read. teacher Nicodemus say&xcept a man
English literature. It's almost as if the be born again he cannot see t?]e kingdom
Bible itself is not so much the word of  Egtaplishment—Religious And Literary

: , of God". This reminds me too of the
God but rather a classic English text,  The ascendancy of the KIV was gccasion when Paisley on Radio 4 used

like Fitzgerald'somar Khayyaml see — accompanied by the reissue of B8Ok {he quaint Ulster phrasavhen hardy
in theDally Telegrapfof 11th June that o common Prayein 1662 (the same  comes to hardy"which | don't think is
the British Establishment, in the shape year the two thousand recalcitrant clergyin the KJv, or in Brewer'ictionary of
of the New Labour peer and sage, were expelled from the Church for not pprase and Fable
Melvyn Bragg, is at it again. complying with it). The new prayer book
"Apart from anything else the King was based on Cranmer but was less of a The Style Gurus
James Bible in its language, its stories, Protestant production. It did of course | think we have to make a distinction.
its morality (at its best) has been a encapsulate large chunks of the Bible aswithout doubt the KJV has made a huge
massive part of our national identity readings for whatever Sunday it was. Socontribution, if only on the back of
for several hundred years. Like no tha Kk Jv and the Prayer Book were like Tyndale and Geneva, to the stock of
other nation, we had a national book, o, ,yya1ly supporting pillars which also English sayings, which used to be used
and it was the King James Bible. between them supported the whole with an implied reference to the context,
If people want to turn their backson ™~ } .
their faith, that's one thing. To turn our edlflce_ of the Er_lglls_h Church, _and but are nowadays oft_en ps_ed without
backs on our history is to embalm unc_lerpmneq the liturgical year with a any awareness of their origin. To con-
ourselves in the superficialities of the Satisfying mix of word and sacrament. cede that is not to accept that the KJV

present.” The elevation of the KJV didn't begin has had a huge influence on English 'as
until the second half of the 19th century, she is wrote'; and such influence as it
Shockingly Boring as the faith of the educated classes wa$as had is perhaps to be lamented.

In exploring this theme further my being pummelled by evolutionary  Around the close of the seventeenth
emphasis is different from that of Bren- biology and higher criticism. By that century we first come across Steele,
dan Clifford in the last issue. Brendan's time the KJV had become very much Swift and Addison, for whom the KJV
quarrel is with the Hebrew text one might the property of the Dissenting Churcheswould have been the only English Bible.
say, and in particular with the wars of as well. Even if the majority of the One looks in vain for any common
the Lord recorded in tigook of Joshua  English middle class had concluded thatdenominator linking them with this great
Bible translations of all kinds have the Bible had been fatally undermined monument of English literature. The
exposed a dark vein of ancient Semiticas a historical record, as the word of explanation can only be that their style
“frightfulness’or, in the alternative, have God, as the rule of life, there was alwayswas formed elsewhere. That 'elsewhere’
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was the Universities where they had if some of their expressions can be morality and religion. Given that the
studied exclusively the classical authors, quaint. Once again there are no obviousfunction of the novel is no longer to
with maybe some maths on top of that. connections with the stately prose of edify or entertain, the focus increasingly
The discipline of translating from 1611; and probably once again they wereis on the style of the writing. It has to
English to Greek and Latin prose and going straight to the fountain head of convince us by its style. The novel
poetry was exacting, and precision andthe original languages. The only way to becomes a work of art, with the verbal
economy of expression were prized get a sense of the English Puritans is totexture having the same significance as
above everything else. Even when theyread what they wrote when they were in the textures of an oil painting. Instead of
were reading the New Testament theypastoral mode, which was most of the style being an emanation of sense, it
were probably reading it in the original time. | don't know if the same can be becomes purely decorative.
Greek. The Latinate style was a bit heavysaid for some of the Scottish ones, who It might be unrealistic to expect
in Milton but the eighteenth century was perhaps shouldn't be defined as Puritandictional characters in search of meaning
perhaps the high water mark of the at all. But even Rutherford had his all to find it in the same way. Their
English language in terms of clear pastoral side. We have had instilled into circumstances and personalities are
muscular unfussy expression. Among theus this caricature of the Puritans as beingdifferent, and this is the part of the appeal
Evangelical Anglican party there are men always on some kind of rant, whether of the novel. Yet one might expect there
like John Newton and Thomas Scott about politics or public morals. | have would be some sort of universal standard
whom it's a delight to read; and also the found none of the former and very little to which they might be straining in their
less Christian Lord Chesterfield. How- of the latter. Instead there are carefully different ways. This expectation will be
ever much some of these men mightcrafted expositions of Bible texts and disappointed because the whole point of
have revered the Bible, there is no sensesarnest explorations of the work of God's the modern novel is that every person is
that they were using the KJV as their grace in the heart. | don't suppose thehis or her own cosmos, and each cosmos,
model. KJV hindered the rise of the Puritans like these multiverses we hear talked
Nobody could accuse John Bunyan but | can't see that it helped it much about, operates according to its own laws
of having had an expensive education, either. without any necessary reference to any
and indeed Spurgeon commented that . . other. The novel is worshipped as the
his very blood was bibline. His writing The Meaning Of Meaning ultimate source of meaning, even when
is full of Scripture, but his own style is _Instead of talking about the impact ji goesn't purport to offer any. To
still very different from the KJV which ©f the Bible in English we have exalted 5 ranhrase, it has been said that the novel
he is quoting from. It probably didnt ©N€ particular translation to, literally, ,seq to be about ordinary people in
occur to him that the KJV was something [CONIC status. To that e_x'tent I agree with oy ¢raordinary circumstances, whereas
he should be emulating himself. Defoe Bréndan Clifford, that it's the Bible and g,y j's about abnormal people in normal
falls into that same category, formally NOt the KJV that is the important thing. jrcymstances, if we only knew what
uneducated but with a literary spring to 1hat the Bible continued to dominate \5pnormal is supposed to mean. The
his step. the imagination of the English people gianqard of ordinariness has disappeared
was really desplye the archaic format of ;, r fragmented world of personal
Bunyan was a post-Ejection preach- € KJV translation and not because off,timent. Never mind the meta-
er, so comes in as one of the later!t ) ) narrative, there aren't any narratives any
Puritans, along with the likes of John ! think I would go slightly further g0
Owen, Thomas Goodwin and Thomas than this though, and argue that the  thg K3y can't be held responsible
Manton, who all wrote monumental nfluence of the KJV on English and ¢, the decline of the novel, but its
treatises. Owen managed to be one of Merican literature has not been totally 5qjation as great literature in its own
Cromwell's chaplains, and one wondersP€nign. It has led to an unhealthy \jght has had something to do with it.
how the vast architecture of his mind OPsession with stylistic effect and, in \yeve taken to seeing literature as a
coped with the Irish massacres. Many AMerica, 0 a certain portentousness. yraat end in itself, disconnected from
of the other Puritans, whose theology 'NiS Stems in part from the assumption gy coherent moral framework within
was more or less identical to Owen's, that the KJV'is a great monument of \hich to view the world.

looked on the Stuarts as very much theENglish literature irrespective of what it
lesser evil compared with Cromwell, S&VS: We then begin to look for all kinds Quiet Americans?

who was like the monster that had risen©f @esthetic truth, especially in the novel, My more specific stylistic complaints
up in their own pond. The earlier batch which means that literature gets treatedare about the 'high style' of the KJV,
of Puritans date from the reigns of late &S a sort of religion, but with no compul- which has had a disastrous effect on
Elizabeth, James | and Charles I, andS°"Y creed. This tendency in the English Anglo-American prose. This is most
their most famous names are RichardNoVel began with George Eliot, who saw marked in the novels of Dickens, and in
Sibbes, John Preston, and William her work as a vehicle for raising the the 'shouty' style of Carlyle'Brench
moral consciousness of the reader. Revolution; and, in America, in the
Of course this is nothing to do with stories of Hemingway (such age Old
the promotion of what one might call Man And The Sea) , Steinbeck and

Perkins. There are some who straddle
the divide, like Richard Baxter, Thomas
Brooks and William Bridge (no pun

intended). conventional morality. In direct line of Cormac McCarthy. I've noticed this as
descent from Eliot is E.M. Forster, for well with that highly-acclaimed but (to
At Home With The Puritans whom the English are a culturally me anyway) unreadable novel of Marilyn

| used to read the Puritans quite aimpoverished race. In both Forster and Robinson'sGilead. In Dickens the fault
bit and still dip into them. Some are Lawrence we come across the searchs a grandiose overblown rhythmic style,
more heavy going than others but thefor some kind of authenticity which whereas among the Americans the fault
readability quotient is mostly high, even transcends the platitudes of conventionalis more that of 'underwriting’, an



irritating flatness, an absence of complexsilenced at the age of 24 because she felnore accurate version of the KJV
sentence structures, sub-clauses etc. she could never produce a follow-up assisted by the textual work of Hort and
It's a big thing to say of an author, novel that would match up. Something Westcott), there have been many further
indeed of any human being, that they similar appears to have happened to thdaranslations of scripture. In the 1970s
don't annoy you. Quirky authors, like late J.D. Salinger. there were two in particular that became
quirky people in general, might be all leaders of the pack, tli&ood News Bible
right in small doses, but one gets very  And as for Thomas Pynchon, he (GNB) which came out in 1973 or so,
fed up with a constant diet. The pared- continues to write fiction of great com- and theNew International Version
back style which seems to He rigeur  plexity and incomprehensibility but (NIV!), completed around 1978. For
in American letters owes a lot to the refuses to be seen in public. The mostpeople of my generation this became
KJV and it is very affected, a sort of recent runner in the Great American the Bible of choice as it was pacy and
inverse literary snobbery. Here we are, Novel stakes is calledfreedomby  direct while retaining a bit of a scholarly
it seems to say, we're plain-spoken folk, Jonathan Franzen. This is theductio  edge, whereas the GNB had a bland,
full of integrity: what have we do with ad absurdumof the world of Eng. Lit. functional vocabulary and sentence
the effete artifice of high octane English studies. Novelists on both sides of thestructure. | believe that both these
Literature? These writers, in their efforts Atlantic aren't writing for the public any translations, have been 'updated' in recent
to avoid what they may see as histrionics,more but to impress academics and otherears. The main purpose of this updating
slip into the laconic speech patterns younovelists. Members of the public has been to remove what is known as
might associate with a 1930s Midwest continue to buy these books but only gender-specific language, which of

farmer on diazepam. Every sentenceout of misplaced humility. course is a huge and contentious subject
tends to bomb, and there seems to be a all on its own, one for another time.

total inability to create any kind of nar- Faulks v. Wodehouse

rative momentum. It's the short story For instance | don't know why any- To end on a positive note, as | always

elongated to novelistic form, as with our body would willingly readEngleby like to do, let me commend a Bible
own Michael McLaverty, who produced which | got sent by a cousin. | appreci- translation that isn't really a proper
a stream of impressive short stories butated the generous gesture but that wagranslation at all but a terrific exhibition
couldn't write a novel to save his life.  all. Faulks's novel told me absolutely of verbal artistry. This iThe Message,
nothing about life, the universe or human a full-length paraphrase-style translation

| also find the Biblical and sub- nature. Allit did was cast a nasty shadowby Eugene Peterson. Peterson is a pastor,
Biblical imagery that runs through the over some pretty parts of Cambridge. author and academic, lately of Regent
American novel to be strained and un- The story, if it could be called that, is College Vancouver, having been raised
convincing, whereas it courses throughtold in such an oblique, backhanded wayin an American-Norwegian Pentecostal
American popular music like its life that| lost patience with it. Contrast with community in the wilderness of Mon-
blood (see Dylan, Springsteen, Jacksonthe novels of Paul Torday, whose debuttana. David Daniell (see my last article)
Browne). That is where the portentous- novel wasSalmon Fishing in the Yemen is a bit sniffy about Peterson; and from
ness comes in. This biblical language isTorday's skill and subtlety are every bit time to time indeed Peterson does fall
like a common currency and authors feel as well-developed as Faulks's, but in thisflat on his face, which is only to be
they have to use it, but its novelistic use and his subsequent novels he subordinexpected given the risky nature of his
is often pointless. This may be linked ates whatever pyrotechnical tendenciesproject. The text is turned into memor-
with something that has increasingly he might have to the demands of theable colloquial American English, full
intrigued me about American culture as story. For my money he and Alexander of unexpected jolts, and with a total
a whole. There's a sort of deification McCall Smith are among the few con- absence of the stained glass effect.
that goes on of their leading politicians, siderable novelists writing in English. | Peterson takes the concept of dynamic
musicians and sports people. We coulddon't think either is highly regarded in equivalence to new levels. He hits the
call it 'Mount Rushmore syndrome'. the English faculties. reader right between the eyeballs just as
Lincoln is a colossus in a way that Glad- i Tyndale must have done. You could
stone isn't; and Jefferson certainly ~ One of the truly great novelists of e peterson at random and be amazed
eclipses William Pitt the Younger. At the last century was P.G. Wodehouse ot his turns of phrase. Here is the last
least the Romans waited till their Emper- @Nd he was also the supreme stylist,sg tion of Psalm 44, a la Peterson:

ors were dead, but the apotheosis of BopVNich maybe upsets my applecart | .
Dylan probably happened around 1966, S0Mewhat. But in humour it's the style Get up God! Are you going to sleep

that counts!'It's the way | tell them" all day?
What seems to happen is that everysaid Frank Carson, the Belfast comedian. ~ Wake up! Don't you care what

once in a while some American producesand with Wodehouse it was perhaps happens to us? .
a decent or interesting novel, he or shemore a craft than a matter of artifice. He ~ Why do you bury your face in the
becomes the subject of a nationwide cult,did things with words, he was a word- ~ Pillow? _ o
and then becomes a recluse. It's as if thesmith. Most novelists these days would ~ "WhY Pretend things are just fine with
reading public in America is so excited consider that to be a mechanical gift. "S’ :
that there can be such a thing as a goodisly'Casey summed up Wodehouse in a Atr%(lzeirrte we are—flat on our faces in
American novel that it generates a ridi- witty but revealing way as English X .
culously over-the-top response. (One isjiterature’s performing flea! GHetell(Jj dgr‘:‘:jnx;:' :tk(;og&:’pegngeCks'
reminded of Dr. Johnson's jibe about if yoE love us so muckielp us"
female preachers.) As a result Harper Getting Bank Up To Date :
Lee, whoseTo Kill A Mockingbirdwas From 1881, the date of the Revised  Did | say | was ending on a positive
a very good novel, ended up being version (which was little more than a note? *
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tant Churches were elected at separate
ballots in Dublin and Belfast in February.
Dr. Michael Jackson (54), the current
Abp. Martin On 1916 Church of Ireland Bishop of Clogher,
V P was elected as the new Archbishop of
Rates And Charges Dublin and Glendalough in succession
O Protestant Church Elections A to John Neill, who has retired.

DeV's Ireland Born in Lurgan, Co Armagh, Bishop
Jackson was elected Bishop of Clogher
X Maynooth? T in 2002. He attended school at Portora
One Church? Royal School in Enniskillen before
studying at Trinity College, from which
he graduated with first-class honours in

Classics and later a Masters Degree. He
was awarded a Doctorate in Theology at
Cambridge and a Doctorate in Philo-
sophy at Oxford.

He pledged to work in close partner-
ship with the Anglican Primate of All
Ireland, Alan Harper, who presided over
the electoral college at which he became
the first Northerner since 1969 to be
chosen as the senior Anglican prelate in

Abp. Martin On 1916 stated on 15th May 2011.

"We celebrate and remember those ISME are demanding that Local
who gave their lives in 1916 for a better Authorities spread their net further to
Ireland... independence for a purpose, share the burden of funding Local
independence based on valugs" Authority services in a motequitable”
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin said in his manner.
homily addressing the Annual 1916 Mr.Fielding accused Local Author-
Commemoration Mass in the Church of ities of being"lazy and inefficient'in
the Sacred Heart, Arbour Hill, Dublin, repeatedly raising the Commercial Rates,the Republic
on 4th May 2011. which have jumped by 47% over the "y "oy ok of Ireland Bishop of

He recalled how his uncle, Martin past 10 years, twice the rate of inflation. Meath and Kildare Richard Clark ruled
Mullen, and aunt, Mary Mullen, had "Business is the only sector of pimnself out of the ’running for election,
participated in the Rising. society that is compelled to pay he had been widely regarded as hot

"As a child | was always fascinated con"_lmermal rates, essentla_lly a local t5yourite for the position.

when | heard my mother speak about ~ Pusiness tax, which penalises enter- - j50ks0n, a theologian, said that
Easter week 1916. She recalled the  Prise and suppresses local job creation.qne of his first priorities would be to
excitement in her house in inner-city Commercial rates are a significant yaat the clergy and people of his new
Dublin over that Easter weekend... ~ burden on small enterprises, with giscese, as well as abuse survivors from
how she watched her own mother as ~ Pusiness contributing 27% of the total e ethany hostel, which was associated
she prepared the bandolier for her revenue stream to the local authorities. ith the Church of Ireland. He also
eldest son as he set out to take up arms [N the last 10 years these rates havegyegsed the importance of maintaining
in Jacob's factory and how she  increasedbyamassive 47%, OVer Wicehg gthos of Church of Ireland schools.
embraced her eldest daughter as she the rate of inflation, as a result of

set out to go to Liberty Hall." Government's failure to properly fund Presbyterian Moderator
local government", stated Mr. Fielding. In Belfast, the Rev Ivan Patterson
The Archbishop said that a Republic ~ (61), Minister of Newcastle Presbyterian
is not indifferent to the faith of its citi- ISME members started an organis- Church in Co. Down, was elected

zens, but recognises the role of believersation in Wexford entitled Employers Moderator of the Presbyterian General
in contributing to the common good. A Against Rates (EAR), which has mandat- Assembly on February 1st, and will take
real republic was one in which people ed Friends First economist Jim Power to office in June when the annual General
care, where basic needs #te concern  come up with an alternative to Rates asAssembly of Ministers and lay people
of all". a source of Local Authority funding. meets.

The Archbishop said the economic One EAR study suggested that a local  He has been Minister of Newcastle
situation and the dramatic social costsSales Tax of 0.5% could replace the prespyterian Church in Co Down for
that this will entail should forewarn money gained by Local Authorities via the last 20 years.
against any haughtiness about who weRates, and which Mark Fielding also )
are and where we stand. believes would spread the burden of Election Process

The economic climate at the time of funding local services more equitably. ~ The Church of Ireland primate Arch-
the Rising was disastrous and there was ~ Mr. Fielding is demanding a reform bishop Alan Harper chaired the
much poverty and deprivation, but of Local Authority funding to make it Episcopal Electoral College at which the
Archbishop Martin said that those who more equitable and reduce the Archbishop for the Church of Ireland's
fought and died in 1916 realised that overwhelming burden of Rates on the Southern Province was chosen.

with "courage and vision things could business sector. dng (Ilollege isbmad$ up oElequericectjl

che_mge',' 8 ViSO n"m which all care, I ISME also want the re-introduction aGTendan?Jy hde;(r)]::eesEs ;?]rg thrltjaelgf?agch
Whlch all Partmpate and to which all - of Agricultural Business Rates, the from the gther Southern Dioceses of

contribute”. introduction of metered Water Charges

AEAFEAIEAIEAIEAKKAK Commercial Rates to be extended to stat Cashel and Ossory; Cork, Cloyne and

buildings, Church property and un-
Rates And Charges registered B&Bs, along with a 20%

q?oss; Limerick and Killaloe; and Meath
and Kildare.
The House of Bishops nominated

Churches, farmers, state buildings [)ed_uction (f)n Zacl)llllj)z%allzcharges ON Bishop of Kilmore Ken Clarke to rep-
and B&Bs should pay the same Local **Lifﬂiifii*gi****** ' resent the Northern Province and the
Authority rates and water charges as Bishops of Cashel and Limerick, Mich-
businesses, according to the Irish Small ) ael Burrows and Trevor Williams
and Medium Enterprises Association Protestant Church Elections respectively, to represent the Southern
(ISME), chief executive Mark Fielding Two new leaders of the main Protes- province at the college.



In theory, any priest of the Church Itis expected the report will recommend One Church?
of Ireland, male or female, aged 35 or that Pope Benedict XVI move all Irish A thousand years ago, 1111, the
over, is eligible to be proposed for seminarians to a reformed and restructur-Synod of Rathbreasail saw the first
consideration. ed Pontifical Irish College in Rome. formal establishment by a single author-
Should a candidate fail to get the  The historic shift would bringanend ity of a comprehensive network of
necessary two-thirds majority from each to concerns about falling academic stand-Catholic dioceses. Assembled under
of the Houses of clergy and laity, the ards at Maynooth and claims by some Muirchertach Ua Briain, King of Mun-
appointment passes to the House ofthat the College in no longer 'fit for ster and High King, and attended by
Bishops. mission'. numerous ecclesiastics, the Synod
R "One senior academic tokhe Irish ~ divided Ireland into two Provinces,
Catholic that the Apostolic Visitors ~headed by the Archbishops of Armagh
were 'appalled' by some of the stand-and Cashel, with Armagh the primatial
"There has been atendency inrecent 24 I Maynooth. Rome would give g_hurch. This, as well as the twelve
_ " access to heavyweight universities Dioceses into which each Province was
years to depict de Valera’s Ireland as /-0 7 o T L divided, reflected both the model of
y from the )

DeV's Ireland

a priest-ridden bog, but while the Long . European diocesan structures and
Fellow may have been almost Vatican. - - ”»

X y - contemporary lIrish political realities.
physically blind, he had more vision It is understood the plan would The Synod of Rathbreasail was

than the leaders of the coalition which
ousted him in 1948" (Ryle Dwydrjsh
Examiney 9.1.2010).

include the Irish College in Rome attended by 50 Bishops and 300 priests.
dramatically reducing the number of The site of Rathbreasalil is not certain:

non-Irish students enrolled in the semin- - .
One of the initial acts of the first - i POSSibly near Thurles or Templemore in
ary to make way for the seminarians cq Tipperary but many claim the actual

\',C;ir'tzaggngog et:erl](;?;g:n(%c? 4ﬂ8]—e19p5013 Jrom Maynooth. site was near Banteer in North Cork.
desiring ‘to repose at the feet of Your During his visitation to Maynooth,
Holiness the assurance of our filial Archbishop Dolan requested from moral Representatives of the party favour-

loyalty and our devotion to your August 1€0l0gy lectures copies of class notesing the reform of the Irish Church met
Person, as well as our firm resolve to be @nd presentations to students to assesg 1111, under the presidency of Giolla
guided in all our work by the teaching the suitability of the content. Awholesale Easpuig (Gillebert), Papal Legate and
of Christ and to strive for the attainment move to Rome would address concernsBishop of Limerick. They issugtinany

of social order in Ireland based on that some of the theology taught at good decrees"which, however, were

Christian principle_S' Maynooth is not sufficiently orthodox omitted, for the sake of brevity, in the
Ryle Dwyer writes that— for future priests. source from which Geoffrey Keating
"Maurice Moynihan, the cabinet sec- derived the information concerning the

retary, strongly advised against the It is understood that the Apostolic Synod which he incorporated in his
telegram on the grounds thao'civil  Visitors are of the view that the current Foras Feasa ar Eireanrcompiled bet-

power should declare that it reposed |ow number of seminarians at Maynooth ween 1628 and 1640. But the main work
at the feet of the Popebut he was makes the college’s future as a nationalof the fathers of Rathbreasail was the

overruled and promptly banned from ; : ; . . .

; : seminary untenable with a concentration

future cabinet meetings. That was the - Rom;yofferin - bottor Use of recoll restoration of the diocesan episcopate.
government that formally proclaimed 9

the Republic in 1949". ces and seminary staff. Most seminarians The scheme was that Ireland should
"It also provided firm proof that Would goto the Irish College while some have two ecclesiastical Provinces,

Home Rule did amount to Rome Rule Others would join other Irish students at Armagh and Cashel; and each of these

in those years. William Norton, the the Pontifical Beda College in Rome metropolitan Sees should have twelve

Téanaiste and leader of the Labour which specialises in training older men syffragan bishoprics subject to it.

Party, backed down on a Social for the priesthood.

Welfare Bill when faced with eccles- The Danish See of Dublin held aloof

E.St'.c?l opfpos\;ﬂor;and St;ean dMachm, ~ Meanwhile, in Rome, Rector of the from the national reorganisation of the
inister Jof Justice, abandoned an yrish College Msgr Liam Bergin is due |rish Church, preferring to continue in

adoption bill under orders from ArCh- 44 step down at the end of this term. ts allegiance to the See of Canterbury,
bishop John: Charles McQuaidie Msgr Bergin—a priest of the Ossor i
won"t allow it, MacEoin told the g g p Y but the Synodal fathers left a place in

cabinet. That was that"Irish  diocese—is expected to take up anthe scheme to be filled by Dublin when
Examiner 9.1.2011). appointment teaching theology at Bostonthat See would abandon Canterbury and

. College in the US. The new Rector of would become incorporated in the native
the Irish College will require the approv- ecclesiastical system.
al of the Vatican before an announce-

ment can be made. The diocesan division projected at

"Maynooth College may soon cease Rathbreasail did not work out smoothly;
to function as a Catholic seminary  There are currently 66 seminarians indeed the Synod had foreseen that its

ma(;ki_ng thﬁ eqdh of ah2|(_)0-r3]/ear- for Irish dioceses at Maynooth, 18 at the scheme might be found impracticable or
It(rlerlltég'r'],(risTh (Ca:gtlrsmliccgzl g .2%135 Irish College in Rome, seven at the Bedayndesirable in certain parts of the
T " College in Rome and seven at St Joseph'gountry. But at least a great step forward

The national Seminary, which has Seminary in Belfast. Two Irishmen are had been taken; time would show what
educated Irishmen for the priesthood @lS0 undergoing preparatory studies atadjustments were required, and, many
since 1795, may be set for closure afterthe Royal English College in Valladolid, of these changes took place at a later

the recent Apostolic Visitation by New Spain. Synod, held in Kells, Co. Meath in 1152.
York's Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan. sttt sskskkmmrrrrrs -

Maynooth?
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showed a painting of a peasant sharpen-
1 ‘M 1 ing a scythe in a cornfield (July 1941
Catherlne 1nCh special issue), a photo of a woman help-
ing to heave wheat onto a cart at harvest
How the Vichy Government superseded traditionalism time, a photo of women reaping corn
and promoted modernity using sickles; inside, photographs and
drawings showed men ploughing with
horses or oxen (for example, 28.9.40).

The ViChy OI'igiI‘lS Of Modern France_ Articles advocated the family farm as

the basis of society and a return to the
Overview (petrol, O”, rubber, fOOdSthfS). The land as the solution to France's decad-

The popular view of Vichy is in part  Government functioned too, by Decree, ence. If everyone tilled his plot, there
the outcome of the post-War purge trials, without Parliament and without parties, would be no social unrest, and no food
which, to say the least did not produce aappointing a succession of different men shortages! These articles however
dispassionate assessment. It is time tas Ministers—ministerial turnover turn- always ask: how can this be achieved?
look at the period again in some detail. ed out to be worse under Vichy than after all it was no use ignoring the in-
It should be remembered that Pétain'sunder the notoriously unstable previous exorable trend toward urban living.
Government enjoyed national support regime. Writers suggested measures to encourage
atthe start, even from those not political- ~ The Vichy Government set about 3 return to the land, such as increasing
ly sympathetic to it; that the character of reform immediately, of its own initiative. agricultural wages, providing old age
that Government—established it was Legislation by decree simplified change. pensions and improving housing and
thought as a temporary, short-term  Vichy was many things. This article |iving conditions. The Government should
measure, and not meant as somethingwill focus on two of its reforming strands, bring entertainment to the countryside:
sustainable—changed with the coursethe traditionalist and the technocratic. theatre, cinema, circuses and libraries
of the War. One source of knowledge about (2.8.41). What is striking about these
After the earthquake of the French Vichy comes from the press of the period grticles is the lack of conviction in their
defeat by Nazi Germany, an Armistice and one famous magazihd|lustration,  tone, as if the writers knew this return to
was signed on 22nd June 1940, ais a rich example of the Establishment the |and was only a dream. Folk music
temporary measure intended to be thepress of the time. and dancing, as well as artisan craftwork
prelude to a comprehensive peace bet- . , : (cow-bell makers 19.7.41) feature hesit-
ween the warring parties. Since Britain __Founded in 1843/ lllustration antly in a few issues, as something dist-
had left the field of battle, repatriated Pioneered the use of engraving and litho-_ 2 1 ¢ i
her troops in disarray, and refused to9raphs and later of photography. It is =“n Py et o special issue on
lend France the support of her air force "W classed a national treasure by thzb\griculture of July 1941 opens a com-
during the final battles, it looked as if Stat€ and has been partly republishe pletely different window: Articles about

Britain would have to make a settlement alse?enrsnr?zglr?p;eféavillr&(r:r?elsgigdf;|:n(r:1c;r<rj]}ertilizers’ mechanisation and product-
also, allowing an all-round peace to be P printing p ivity compete for space with a dozen
signed. This did not happen and a by the great-grandson of the 1930s

adverts for tractors and farm machinery,
situation meant to be temporary had to@Wners. Before the Second World War . cry from oxen, sickles and scythes.
be sustained willy-nilly over time. it was based in Bobigny, near Paris, \ -y time, these machines could not
The Armistice provided that France Where the magazine had its own printing used, because there was no petrol to
would be divided into an occupied zone Plant, which was then the biggest in

o run them; the alternative fuels were not
—the North including Paris and the EUrope; it produced around 300 000 o crio ' "Bt the magazine, and the

Channel and Atlantic coasts—cut off COPies per issue and had subscribers Narmers, were looking forward to better

from an unoccupied zone in the rest of OVer 130 countries. In mid-1940 it re- times.

the country. (In addition, Alsace and located briefly in the provinces before
Lorraine were annexed k')y Nazi Ger- Settling back again in Bobigny, with the A third strand on this topic of rural

many, and the region around Lille and S&Me Editors, the pro_prietors René andFrance came fr_om Jacques de Le;dain, a
Arras considered part of the Belgian Louis Baschet.' Durlr!g the War the pre—War contributor toI_.'IIIustratlon
occupation zone.) magazine continued its coverage of who in 1940 hqd_ been_|mposed by the
France would keep a Government. international news, the arts, politics and Occupier as Political Editor. He thought
This Government settled in the non- the economy and its occasional specialthat France, contributing a rich agri-
occupied spa town of Vichy. The laws issues on specific tqpics. It was an culture, WOl_JId play an equal and honour-
promulgated at Vichy applied to the two €XPensive magazine, intended for a well-able role in a u_nlted Eu_rope under
zones, occupied as well as non—occupied.Off readership, judging from the snob- German leadership. Lesdain favoured a
bery apparent in the few chatty articles; modern agriculture rather than small self-
Life continued as before, in the senseit cost seven Francs, when newspapersufficient family farms.

that people continued to live from their cost less than one Franc. This third, pro-German, strand
employment. The economy functioned, It gave voice to very divergent views earned a ban for the magazine in 1945.
albeit distorted by many factors, such asunder the Occupation. The first strand, the nostalgic rural
the payment of occupation costs, German France, vanished from sight forever after
requisitions and orders, the absence of Farming the war. What remained was the trend

one and a half million men in POW Let us take agriculture as an example.towards modernised large-scale farming,
camps and the lack of the raw materialsin keeping with Marshall Pétain's trad- which, while not part of the overt Vichy
that used to come from the colonies itionalism, the covers of the magazine programme, is part of its legacy.



An authority on Vichy, the American for example many farmers, even if they such as had been recreated since 1884,
Robert Paxton, wrote an influential book mainly grew cereals, had a cow and madeafter the destruction by the Revolution
on the periodyichy France: Old Guard their own butterL’lllustration (31.1.42)  of 1789 of Guilds and Trade Associations.
and New Order—1940-19441972, carried adverts for dairy machinery, one
2001). He is currently (2011) co- with a picture of a smiling farmer’s wife
curating an exhibition in Paris &Mriters  in a spotless dairy, chatting with a well-
and the Occupation. In his book he dressed friend and activating with one
developed the argument that modernfinger an electric butter-making machine.
agriculture, and other aspects of modernThe farmer’s wife was making butter
France, were given an impetus at thefor her family, not to sell. You could
time of Vichy. Put in a nutshell, inter- not be further from a concentrated,
war Governments and more generally capitalised dairy industry. The main
the Third Republic, hobbled by parliam- article on the subject of dairy in that
entary procedures, had been unable tdssue agreed that each farmer shoul
take decisions and modernise thehave at least one cow for all the mouths
country. Vichy, governing by Decree, he had to feed, including pigs, but also
and under the necessity of a war pointed out the drawbacks of home
economy, was able to let the expertsproduction and the advantages of co-
plan an economy for times of prosperity, operatives. Other articles in the same
as well as for times of want. issue described the workings of two such

One problem the State needed tocoops. To put the agriculture of the
tackle was that, from the time of Napol- time into perspective,according to the
eon, all children of land-owning farmers information in the magazine, only 10%
inherited an equal amount of land on the of farms had more than 10 cows and the
death of their parent, and consequentlytotal number of cows was 8 847 000 (in
plots had become ever smaller and1937). {For comparison, the number
scattered. Vichy's law of 9th March today is 3 794 000.}

1941 made it easier to regroup scattered A law of 27th July 1940 reorganised
parcels of land into unified farms. A the milk industry, decreasing the prod-
previous law of 27th November 1918 uction of cheese and increasing that of
required that at least two-thirds of the butter and requisitioning milk for schools
villagers concerned agreed before landsand hospitals.
could be transferred. Vichy's law,
according to Paxton, Regime of Experts
"permitted consolidation by majority The Vichy law of 9th March 1941
vote and gave the state a proposing role(@bout the regrouping of plots etc) was
as well. This law was retained after the promulgated by an engineer trained in
war with slight modifications, and the agronomy, Pierre Caziot. He made his
Commissariat du Plan {state planning career in the€rédit foncier, the one mort- e ;
after 1945} used it to promote a Major .,y hank of the time, and he was a civiineurlater on in life. When he died, the
program to regroup 500 000 hectares in .. regional press was unanimous in saluting
1947 alone." servant as well as a farmer all his life; his life's work: he had created the founda-
"In addition, {Vichy’s} legislation between the wars he had opposed Jacqueg, ¢ e agriculture in Brittany.
eased credit for rebuilding farmhouses, L& Roy-Ladurie, another leading agro- =y, "oy 14 note that the version of
modified inheritance laws to make it nomist, who favoured self-administered Corporatism explained by him iAllust-
easier to pass a farm on intact to one soragricultural corporations of leading prod- .. b plained by
who wanted to farmit, {...} encouraged ycers and stressed productivity. Caziot"aton was a version |mppsed by the
better education in agronomy, and  oforreqd labour-intensive, socially- coeooY of the moment; the lack of
encouraged tenants to make improve- - . manpower with hundreds of thousands
stable, non-specialised production.

ments by obliging the owner to . .. " of farmers in POW camps in Germany
reimburse the tenant for value added if PuUring the War, because of scarcity, (36% of the million and a half French

the lease were ended (ending sixty yearsCaziot had to concern himself with prisoners of war were farmers and farm
of agitation for this provision)." productivity. "The family farm was safe, .
workers, according to Paxton), the lack

but it could also improve its yi€ld ‘ .
. of petrol for machinery, lack of fertil-
"In agriculture, as in industry, the (Pa>§ton). Lg_Roy Lad_une succeeded isers, lack of colonial imported animal
evolution at Vichy was away from Caziot as 'V"”'Stef .at V'.Chy’ a modern feed, all necessitated intensive labour to
nOStalgia toward modernization and SUCCQEdIng a traditionalist. Compensate_ The partisans of Corporat_
g;fv.va}rd power for the well-organised and A conributor toLlllustration, Hervé  ism really favoured mechanised product-
icient. Budes de Guébriant, in tHhustration  ion in bigger units and price-fixing
Power went to the directors of pre- special issue of July 1941 devoted to cartels. After the war, according to an
war groupings of the most capitalized Agriculture, explained the role of the academic specialised in the politics of
and easily organised sectors of agri- Agricultural Corporation, created by the agriculture, Isabel Boussard-Decaris, in
culture, the producers of sugar beet andCaziot law. her book,Vichy et la Corporation pay-
wine. Itis aleitmotivin Paxton's book He said the basis of agriculture was sanne (1980), the influence of the
that Vichy favoured the rich. the family, but farms should be grouped Agriculture Corporation reforms
Milk production was not specialised: in cooperatives and mutual associations,continued.

The Agricultural Corporation was
there to help relations between farmers
and their employees, recognising that
their interests are not antagonistic but
parallel; the economy must be directed,
not by the State but by the Corporation.
The role of the Corporation was to
protect the farmers, organise their educa-
tion and retirement and contribute to
heir leisure by reviving the folk tradi-
ion. Liberalism was finished. The
Corporation would give peasants social
advantages as good as those that existed
in towns.

Hervé Budes de Guébriant (1880-
1972) came from a Breton aristocratic
family. Trained in agronomy, he was a
social Catholic. Like Caziot, involved
in finance, he founded a society of rural
insurance which still exists and is now a
large insurance company. In 1941 he
was President of the Union of Agricul-
tural Syndicates of twdépartements
of Brittany. On 22nd January 1941, he
was named President of the National
Organisation Commission of the Agri-
culture Corporation Gommission Nat-
ionale d'Organisation de la Corporation
Agricole).

Incarcerated in November 1944, he
was liberated in August 1945 and in
1952 received compensation for wrong-
ful imprisonment.

He was awarded thieégion d'Hon-

Paxton concluded that:
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Traditionalism state authority by free associations of and disappeared. French anti-modernism
The bourgeoisie was having a hard independent artisans. The trouble was|ost its influence as early as 1942 and
time liking the peasants. that replacing the state by self-regulating a5 4 thing of the past by 1945.
L'lllustration had a sprinkling of ~ €conomic associations led not to the = " emarks that traditionalists

; ; . guilds of printers or carpenters of 1840 .
chatty articles, not all written by women; "~ o 0 Organisation Committees of Were more severely purged at the Liber-

indeed the co-owner and Editor René yiant corporations in 1940. Ironically, ation than the experts whose actions had
Baschet wrote about the art of carrying  the very devotion of such traditionalists been more effective.

parcels elegantly, if you are a man, now to the liberties of a simpler society left

that the war had made that unaccustomed them defenceless against the craftier  Modernisation of Industry
manoeuvre unavoidable. One Parisienne businessmen who quickly turned Vichy Industry followed a similar path to
marooned in the provinces by the war 0 Privileged cartelization” (Paxton). agriculture, that is, a movement towards
wrote (10.5.41) that, if one had to make  The name of Proudhon appears alsoconcentration: for example, the first
do without servants, handling a frying in connexion with Henri Moysset, ano- Minister for Industrial Production, an
pan or a broom did not stop one being ather architect of the Vichy labour charter ex-Trade Unionist concerned with full
lady. Since she, presumably, supportedand other constitutional instruments, who employment and worker participation,

Pétain and his régime, she was awarenad edited his collected works. was soon replaced by men who came
that she ought to think the peasants  Thinkers like Thibon were a minority from the leadership of the steel and the
around her were heroes and the found-among the traditionalist minority. automobile industry, whose concerns
ation of society, but her impression, were"rationalisation, concentration and
expressed politely, was that they were Defeat of Traditionalists modernisatioh (Paxton).
uncommunicative, and kept their chick-  p¢tain, a traditionalist, enjoyed a lot  As early as 16th August 1940, Vichy
ens to themselves. of support nationally, to the extent that created"Organisation Committees"

Traditionalisma la Pétain, that is, he was still cheered by crowds in Paris (there were 321 in all) to organise pro-
the return to the soil, the family farm as on 26th April 1944, but it was amorphous duction and economic activity for each
the social and economic base of Frenchsypport, which remained on a personalbranch of industry and trade; this applied
society, is heard marginally idlllust-  |evel. He did not enjoy the support of a to both zones of France. The heads of
ration. There are thinkers however who political party. No existing political powerful branches of industry got posts
articulated the case strongly, for exampleparty was ready in 1940 to step in andas Ministers of Industrial Production.
Lucien Romier, Gustave Thibon, and support Pétain. None was created, if itUnder the necessity of the war condi-
Simone Weil, the great French philo- js ever possible to create a party out oftions, they went beyond tHeorporatist"
sopher of the period. nothing to support a providential man idea of individual branches governing

They were a minority within a minor- - suddenly promoted, without ever having themselves, and instead they moved

ity, but | would like to mention them had a power base or a programme or artowards a directed economy.
here because some of them were closgyrganised following of any sort. The

to Pétain, and because of the contempolitical extreme right-wing Guilds of

porary resonance of their writing. the Thirties were marginal at their high-
Following the economic crisis of 1929 est point, and further marginalised during
in the US, which had progressively the War. They had no sympathy for
affected Europe, eventually coming to vichy. Their leaders were kept at arm’s
France, some thinkers saw the relativelylength both by Vichy and the Germans,
low level of industrialisation in France at least until the last throes of the war in _ .. o
as a bulwark against economic and1944. This absence of organised masszmam’ and six times less than that of
political disruption. As Paxton put it: support meant that Pétain the tradition- —c o There were a relatively large
according to these thinkers, such asgjist was in fact isolated. number of makers and models. Some
Lucien Romier (an economic observer,  Hence the wailing tones of Pétain’s models were made in small numbers in
At ) . . short runs. Exports were limited.

close to Pétain), speeches: no one is doing what | want!” " - % S )

"French balanced society, with its And the gnashing of teeth Btllustra- ere had been discussions pre-War

large elements of self-sufficient small tjon: no one is following Pétain’s orders! about rationalising production. Citroen
was already making its famotisract-

Iﬁremoe\;z’rswziigl]iggg rgﬁ{iesr:eilr;;egrtiéggn There was no transmission belt for his ion Avant almost as its one model, with
P ' ' ideas, unless you count the youth camp, '

and German economies. Those more L . few variations, and in black only'The
highly industrialized economies, with organisations, which were meant to spread

: ! ; . .~ ““war accentuated a move that was already
their heavy reliance upon credit, advert- the Marshall's words but were dis-

O ) L : happening (Loubet).

ising, and mass consumption, fell victim connected to the rest of society and p1[')he v?cﬁ or a?ﬂsation Committee
to speculative excesses and wild fluctu- powerless. The amalgamated Veterans{‘or Automogilesg resided over by a
ations. {...} “Progress” was a will-0'  Association tried to exercise some influ- h f Loui pR t d y
the -wisp, more likely to make a society g ce put came up against the powers o '_<rap ew o | ouf|s etpau | rew uép ta
sick and vulnerable, just as enticing the departmentgiréfetsand was told to en year plan for national equipmén

people into debt for new consumer desi Th f Pétain h that allocated the manufacture of pres-
products made an economy vulnerable." 9€SISt. e tone of Petain's speeches

- . cribed quantities of different types of
) _ ) from the beginning was of guilt and atone- ; .
Gustave Thibon, a friend of Simone ment for the failings of France, the very vehicles to different makers, and grouped

The French automobile industry was
weak before the war, according to Jean-
Louis Loubet Citroen And Peugeot
1944-1951 in Histoire, Economie et
Société,1990), working from un-
published archives of these two firms.
In 1939 its production was half that of

a return to pre-capitalist days. He  Traditionalists, although a minority, and Latil. J.P. Peugeot accepted this,
admired— were the public face of Vichy, especially thinking ahead that the directed economy

"the Proudhon who wanted to replace at the beginning. Their influence waned could not be avoided post-War. The



head of Citroen on the other hand wasnised the influence of men from the top apologist. On the contrary, he thinks the
not happy about State intervention. As schools in the Vichy regime and reform- French made a big mistake in continuing
J.P. Peugeot had expected, the post-Waed theGrandes Ecoleto democratise, to try to have a State when they were
5-year plan was a continuation of the as they thought, the training of the elite. occupied—although it is hard to see how
1942 plan, with some of the same amal- his book supports this conclusion. Pax-
gamation of manufacturers. Loubet Miscellaneous Modernising Reforms ton states baldly that the French made a
pointed out that this post-War plan was  The one reform everyone might mistake, a geopolitical mistake, but he
able to be developed quickly thanks to know about in France today because itdoes not say how France could have put
the work done by therganisation came up recently, when the Sarkozyitself 'on hold' for an indeterminate per-
Committeeof Vichy. Government was trying to dismantle it, iod (there was no end in sight in 1940).
A fourth Minister of Industrial Pro- was the creation on 14th March 1941 of This question goes beyond the scope of
duction at Vichy, J.D. Bichelonne, saw Retirement Pensions by repartition, or this article, but a few words might be in
that war-time planning was more than a"pay as you gopensions, whereby the order here.
temporary necessity; in September 1940contributions paid today by workers and Germany had neither the desire nor
he was appointed head of ti@ffice = employees pay the pensions of today’sthe capability to take over the running
Central de Répartition des Produits retired people. The rationale of the of a country like France. An example
Industriels a body that determined how scheme is a promise that the same willwill bear this out. A few years ago, in a
raw materials would be divided between be done when today's contributors aresmall village in France, my mother’s
the Comités d’Organisation Later he old. (Thisisin contrast to the individual neighbour came out of his house carrying
collaborated with the German Albert saving a pot of money for his retirement, a hunting rifle:"It's your grand-father's
Speer on organising the wartime econ-which Sarkozy's Government wants to rifle”, he told my mother;l got it when
omy. Here is Paxton's account: have instead of the universal solidarity his house was looted at the end of the
"These developments reached their Of the"pay as you goscheme.) Itisnot war". But my mother’s family had not
height during 1943, when Laval's that the Ilird Republic had not thought spent the war in fear of looting. The
minister of industrial production, Biche- of Old Age Pensions: twenty-four pro- citizens still had the protection of the
lonne, struck a happy partnership with 5osais had been put to the Chamber ofpolice. The French police naturally, the
Hitler's new economic tsar, Albert Speer. ,, ies and Senate between 1936 an@ermans did not provide public services.
Bichelonne was one of the few people . .
at Vichy to perceive clearly that wartime 1939, and all had failed. _ T_h_e Pensions were not_ created because
planning was more than a temporary  1he other reform was the creation of civil servants had nothing better to do,
necessity. He looked forward, as an the integrated Paris transport system,but because there was dire poverty, on
engineer and a bureaucrat, to the applic-with the initials still used today, and top of rationing. Employment had to
ation of planned state direction to the which can be seen today (2011) paintedcontinue, and, because of scarcity, had
post-war economy. Speer, his equal ingy the front of some London region to be centrally organised. This could
youth, bookish brilliance, and political ,,coq. R A T.P. (Régie Autonome desperhaps have been left to the Germans
naiveté, reversed the policies of Goering - .. .
and Sauckel in 1943 in order to increaseTransports_Par|S|er)sth|s is how Paxton for the sectors that interested them, but
French production at home, away from described it: what about the rest? There was also the
Allied bombing, instead of bringing "Railroad engineer and Communica- fact that hope, and the desire to prepare
French workers to Germany. One more tions Minister Jean Berthelot, who had for an independent future, were never
tool for combing out the inefficient was  been frustrated by entrenched bureau-extinguished, even in those war years.
created. {...} The future was with crats in his efforts to rationalise the Paris

bigness and the state." municipal transportation agencies inthe ~ There was surprise in 2010 in France
late 1930s, recalled in 1968 how satisfy- during the campaign on Retirement Pen-
Reign of Academic Elite ing it had been to create the unified sjon, when the Vichy origins of the

Considering the intellectual power ;a:ﬁ- Enun-LC'Eghzﬂ%ﬂs'tthesysﬁefggte(rtgg present socially equitable law were
of some of the men in charge, Paxton abpiicétfc)Jnl of techni%al gol(J)d sense” mentioned, or shc_)uld I say, whispered
described the technocratic, modernising (p138). shamefacedly. Vichy fairer to the less
period of Vichy, asa regime of double well off, more concerned with the fair
firsts or brain trust". Bichelonne was One could also mention the laws treatment of all than a modern Govern-
the best man ever to come out of the@dainst alcoholism, some of which are ment! That didn't fit the popular view.
most prestigious Napoleonic school, the Still in effect today; to remove tax exem-  As paxton says, Vichy was not a
Ecole PolytechniqueJean Berthelotalso Ptions from home distillers (pre-1940 "pjoc". This article attempted to fill out
was the best of his year at the same@n all-powerful lobby); to forbid some the picture of Vichy by outlining the
school. Other technical experts were alsotyP€s Of strong alcohol; and to have agestrength of its modernising, technocratic
highly competent. limits for alcohol consumption. aspect and the weakness of the dominant

"The influx of experts and profes- Paxton concluded this topic as Pétain idEOIOgy. Previous articles in this
sionals brought impressive talents into follows: _ . magazine and irish Foreign Affairs

the new regime. There was nothing  Another measure of the intensity of phaye described the Parliamentarians and

marginal about the new expert minis- those pre-war frustrations and resent- the vote of the 10th July: the prisoners'

: ments that emerged in 1940 in a geyser . , .
tbeer]:sc;rezgi)sp?;ia)l:tii? important men change can be found in a comparative Movement and Mitterrand’s place in

look at other occupation regimes. No Vichy; the Vichy Show Trial of 1942 at
Their influence became less afterthe other defeated state set out as ambi-Riom; the right-wing thinker Maurice
return of Laval as Prime Minister in tiously during World War Il on funda- Bardéche and the Nuremberg trials.
April 1942, as he tended to recruit Minis- ~ mental changes” (p139). Forthcoming articles will deal with
ters among personal acquaintances. But other occupied countries did not collaborationism; the Church; poverty;
The post-War administration recog- have a State left. Paxton is not a Vichy specific writers; the French Empirex
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Eamon Dyas

Part Two
(Part One appeared in issue 203)

Catholic Wealth and the Making of
Protestant Imperial England

The first part of this article explored related to the wool trade. The increased
the initial impact of the release of Cath- investment in this area created a situation
olic wealth on the English economy in where, by the time of Elizabeth’s arrival,
the aftermath of the Dissolution of the wool, in its processed form as cloth,
Monasteries. This wealth took the form dominated the country’s exports.
of fixed assets like land and buildings, Additionally, that element of the wealth
precious metal assets (gold and silver,that was not invested was spent on luxury
Church plate, etc.), and fiscal assets likegoods to serve the growing appetite for
Church taxes (tithes, fishing rights etc.). such things among the expanding gentry
The sudden injection of such wealth into and merchant class—a situation that
the economy created a distortion thatresulted in an unprecedented increase in
was dramatically expressed in the Greatthe importation of luxury goods.
Debasement of the coinage between The injection of such wealth also
1542 and 1551. It was called the Greathad an impact on social manners and
Debasement because it resulted in athe demographic structure of society.
degradation of the purity of the coinage. One of its manifestations was that the
Although it helped to refill the Ex- growing wealth of the gentry and mer-
chequer of Henry VIII's Government, chant class created a change in marriage
its real purpose was to double the coinagepatterns. The ambitious merchants and
in circulation to facilitate the increased gentry now had the wealth to provide
commercial transactions resulting from sufficient dowries to enable their daught-
the sudden injection of wealth into the ers to compete in the marriage stakes
economy. Because the coinage was ondor entry into the aristocracy. Con-
based on gold and silver and becausesequently, by 1570 inter-aristocratic
there were insufficient quantities of bul- marriages began to decline until by the
lion in the country, the amount by which end of the century it had fallen by two-
the coinage was increased necessitatethirds and the pressure from the growing
a degradation in the purity of the gold or elevation of wealthy merchant families
silver in each coin. But the extent to and lower gentry into the aristocracy by
which this was socially acceptable (given marriage resulted in a doubling of the
that the face value of the coin was meantaristocracy within a generation. The
to express its intrinsic value as a preciousmain impact of this was the erosion of
metal) inhibited the amount of base metalthe social boundaries between the aristo-
that could be used in each coin. Thiscracy and merchant class at their outer
restriction meant that, besides recalling edges and, reinforced by family connect-
the existing coinage in circulation and ions, a significant increase of financial
re-minting it with less precious metal interaction between both classes—a fact
content, the surviving gold and silver that was to have profound implications
plate confiscated from the Catholic for the evolution of English commerce.
Church also needed to be called in by
the Mint. Such was the scale of this The Great Debasement—
operation that the number of Mints in Internal Solution and External Problem
the country was temporarily increased  When Elizabeth assumed the throne
from one to seven. in 1558 she hit the ground running.
As the new wealth was the result of Within a year she had signed a Peace
a sudden artificial expansion of land in Treaty with France and set about re-
private hands, and not the result anorganising the English State along
organic growth in the economy, there modern lines. The gathering of statistical
was no immediate alternative outlet for information on social and economic
this wealth within the economy. Con- trends was given a priority by her
sequently, at least initially, it flowed Minister of State, William Cecil, and
along the traditional investment chan- the information thus gathered was used
nels, which, in Tudor England, mainly to inform Government policy. The

central plank of Government policy
under Elizabeth was to strengthen the
State, to enable it to challenge the
existing powers of Europe in the after-
math of the Habsburg/Valois War (which
had left both Spain and France bankrupt).
Two of the main reforms that were
necessary to achieve this were designed
to deal with the distorting effect on the
economy caused by the extensive circul-
ation of a degraded currency and the
over-reliance on a single export product
(cloth), operating mainly through Ant-
werp (a problem coincidental with the
excessive importation of luxury goods).

With regards to the currency
problem, the effect of the Great
Debasement was that, although it had
originally facilitated the growth in
domestic commercial transactions, in
terms of external trade it had led to a
flight of gold from the economy.

"If Henry had confined this operation
to gold there would have been com-
paratively little harm in it. The debase-
ment of the standard was not very great,
and the purity of it was still greater
than that of many of the current gold
coins of Europe. But the debasing of
the silver was a fatal expedient when
gold and silver were alike legal tender
to any amount. The gold was now two-
second three-quarters fine, i.e. one
grain of gold was valued at 1.252
pence. The silver, being only five-
sixths fine, one grain of silver was
thus valued at 0.12 of a penny, or
almost exactly one-tenth the value of
gold. But all over Europe at the time
gold was worth more than ten times its
weight of silver: in France in 1540 the
proportion was 1 to 11.82, in the Low
Countries 10.62, in Germany 11.38.
The fact was that the influx of silver
from America was just beginning to
make itself felt, silver was growing
appreciably cheaper than it had been
of old, and the fact was beginning to
register itself in all the continental
currencies.

"The immediate consequence of
issuing a coinage in which too little
silver bought a golden sovereign was
of course that gold began to pour out
of England. The English merchant
found himself obliged to pay his bills
abroad with the comparatively fine
gold, since the over-valued silver was
refused by his continental corres-
pondent, to whom it was only worth
ten-twelfths of its nominal value. Of
course the export of gold was privy
and secret; English kings always
frowned on the sending over seas of
the noble metal, and laid all sorts of
pains and penalties on the exporter,
when he was unfortunate enough to be
caught. Nevertheless, the gold went,



for no Government can ever be so tic economy resulting from the stimulus again from 1578 to 1582. Because of
Argus-eyed as to detect and preventprovided by the injection of Catholic the relatively light touch under which
the merchant's well-laid plans for \yealth in the aftermath of the Dissolution the Provinces were governed until the
shipping off the commodity. of the Monasteries. mid-1560s, Antwerp, despite some
Bl D upheaval, continuei o acta th min
The Antwerp Money Market market in international trade. During this
was that the current gold money of the ! . . . .
realm began silently and imperceptibly To help finance his domestic and time it also_ per_forme_d the role of the
to vanish away over seas, and be moreforeign agenda, and to solve the problemworld’s major financial centre where
and more replaced in ordinary use by Of the movement of English gold abroad Catholic Italian financiers and German
over-valued shillings and groats with caused by the loss of foreign confidenceProtestant bankers could rub shoulders
their one-fifth of ..." (The Tudors And  in the debased English coinage, Henrywith Portuguese Jewish spice traders and
The Currency, 1526-1560, by CW.C.  went to the Antwerp money market. merchants from all over Europe in an
Oman, published ifransactions of  During the period under discussion atmosphere of relative toleration and
the Royal Historical Society, new  antwerp was part of the Spanish Seven-accommodation. This is how one

series, Vol. 9, 1895, pp.177-178)

covered the present Netherlands, Bel-
gium, Luxembourg, a good part of north-
ern France and a small part of western
Germany) and was ruled ultimately by
Charles V. As the first monarch to rule
Castile-Leon and Aragon simultaneously
in 1516, Charles V, known as Carlos I,
became the first King of Spain, and in
1519, on the death of his paternal
grandfather, Maximilian, he became
" Archduke of Austria and ruler of the
Holy Roman Empire. The main pre-
occupation of his reign was the wars in
Italy (known as the Habsburg/Valois
Wars but which also for a time included
the Ottoman Empire as the ally of
France). These wars, which Charles
fought against his fellow Catholic French
Kings, Francis | and Henry Il for control
of Italy, lasted on and off until 1559 and
during which he had post-Reformation
England as an ally (the Catholic Queen
Mary being the wife of his son Philip
II). Towards the latter part of his reign
he was also occupied with the struggle
against the Reformation but, aware of
the benefits of a peaceful realm, sought
to establish a loose accommodation with
Protestantism within the Holy Roman
Empire. As a result Antwerp, like the
rest of the Spanish Seventeen Provinces,
although ruled by Catholic Spain, man-
aged to accommodate Protestants and
Catholics in relative peace at least until
the early years of Philip II's rule (Lord
of the Seventeen Provinces since 1556).

The conventional explanation of the
Great Debasement (and one which the
author of the above article appears to
subscribe) was that it was undertaken
for no other reason than to feed Henry's
financial profligacy. According to the
above author, Henry was a dishonest
ruler whose treatment of the currency
and the English economy stands in
marked contrast to that of his father
Henry VII. Also, unlike his father, Henry
VIII followed an aggressive interven-
tionist policy abroad which led to mili-
tary conflicts requiring vast amounts of
money from the Exchequer. As a result
of this dishonesty and irresponsibility
he was compelled to devalue the
currency by diminishing the precious
metal content of the circulating coinage
in order to siphon off the difference to
his Exchequer. Yet, while war finance
undoubtedly played a part in Henry's
decision to devalue the coinage it fails
to take account of the fact that the
amount of coinage was doubled in the
process of the devaluation he initiated.
A simple debasement of existing coinage
would have provided him with the means
of accessing the precious metals in their
content. That, together with the signifi-
cant amount of gold and silver Church
plate from the Dissolution, which he
could have retained without recasting it
as coinage, would have produced more
by way of bullion than was gained by
his actions in the Great Debasement.
No, the real significance of the Great  For most of the sixteenth century the
Debasement is not the degradation ofSpanish Netherlands was directly gov-
the precious metal content of the coinage,erned by three women, starting with the
but that it resulted in a doubling of the Governorship of Margaret, Duchess of
coinage in circulation. Something that Savoy (daughter of Maximillian and aunt
was done not only for the purpose of of Charles V) from 1507 to 1530, and
feeding Henry's financial profligacy, then from 1531 to 1535 under the
which could have been achieved by aGovernorship of Mary of Austria (sister
simple degradation of the precious metal of Charles and widow of King Louis of
content of the existing circulating coin- Hungary), and then under Margaret,
age, but can only have been done for theDuchess of Parma (illegitimate daughter
purpose of facilitating the greater volume of Charles V and sister of Philip II),
of commercial transactions in the domes-who governed from 1559 to 1567 and

teen Provinces (an area which roughly commentator described it:

"This city, in the first part of the
sixteenth century, was Antwerp, which
rose as the medieval port of Bruges
declined. There have been, of course,
greater cities and greater markets since
that time, but never before or since, it
is said, has the world seen such a con-
centration of the trade of different
peoples in a single place. The town
owed its development almost entirely
to the foreigners who flocked there to
trade, and though it saw less of Italians
and Hanseatics than Bruges had done,
it was the one great gathering place
for the Portuguese, Spanish, English,
and German merchants who were now
the leaders. It is said that over five
hundred vessels sailed in or out of the
port in one day, and that the English
merchants alone employed over 20,000
persons in the city. The poet Daniel
Rogiers said of the Antwerp exchange,
“One heard there a confused murmur
of all languages, one saw there a motley
mixture of all possible costumes; in
short the Antwerp bourse seemed to
be a little world in which all parts of
the great were united.” In contrast with
Bruges, trade in Antwerp was almost
entirely unrestricted, and this was
perhaps the chief reason why the
merchants of the time selected it as the
place in which to develop the new
forms of business.

"Antwerp presented in the sixteenth
century the first case of a great bourse
or exchange, that is, a place in which
men meet daily and effect their
exchanges without displaying and
transferring the wares themselves, by
the use of paper securities representing
the wares. Such an institution cannot
exist until the volume of trade is large
enough to cause a steady and continu-
ous flow of wares, in contrast to the
spurts that marked the period of the
fairs. It requires, moreover, that the
objects dealt in be of such a kind that
they can be represented at the exchange
by some document or sample, so that
the buyer can learn the quality of the
ware without actually inspecting it.
This is possible when a ware can be
graded, put into a certain class the
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characteristics of which are so closely higher transaction charge of the importedsary to maintain the increased levels of
defined and so well known that the goods. Some of the discrepancy wascommercial transactions in the wake of
buyer needs only to decide whether he offset by bartering goods, but the sub- the injection of Catholic wealth into the
cares to take a certain quantity at agstance of the problem meant that theeconomy. To do so in such circumstan-
g?)rl’:‘lal"ll’lr;rcpélljcyeél.ive gayHESgr{oaé- level of English coinage needed regularces would have had the effect of
mans. Green & Co. NeW Yor.k, 1914 topping up from bullion that had to_be da_tmpening internal trfi_de. In tandem with
edn. pp.154-155). borrowgd abroad. The level of required this was Henry's political reluctance to
. borrowing was compounded by Henry’s press too heavily on his constituency of
The city was the gateway through mjjitary ambitions but, again, that was supporters, whom he only recently
which the restricted Guild system of 4 jis'sole reason. We can see the firsenriched through the Dissolution, for fear
medieval trade was eventually to lead t0 o ifestation of this in the year after of them regressing into positions of
the modern world of free trade and e jnayguration of the Great Debase-opposition.
finance. However, at the time it still ont when in 1544, Henry was com-  In the three years from 1544 to his
only represented itself, and the world at hej1eq to horrow 100,000 crowns from death Henry's total borrowing from the
large continued to function within the 4 financiers at Antwerp. This borrow- Antwerp financiers had amounted to
constraining shackles of the Guilds and g yg|ationship established by Henry almost a million pounds sterling and
the Hanseatic League. Henry VIIl, like peyyeen the English Crown and the although this had been repaid with the
the rest of the European monarchies, \pnyerp financiers was to continue for exception of £75,000 outstanding at his
used the Antwerp money market for the y,qo eyt 30 years: death, it gives some idea of the reliance
S|mplle purpose of financing his Qovern- "The Antwerp era was a thirty-year of the English Crown on the Antwerp
ment's pOIICIGS' It was Ieﬁ: to EI|Zabeth phenomenon arising out of the exigen_ money market. It Should be added here
to see that Antwerp o_ﬁered possibilities cies of imperfectly organized royal thatthe Antwerp financiers insisted that
for the future of English trade not only  finances The story of the English loans to the English Crown be ultimately
as a centre for raising credit butin the  crown's courtship of the Antwerp underwritten by the English merchant
manner in which it did business. financiers begins in 1544 when Henry companies, the Merchant Adventurers
In the meantime however, as hasbeen  viiI, pressed by the exceptional zng the Staplers Company and, in the

stated, the main financial problem that
continued to plague English foreign trade
was the one caused by the debasement
of the coinage. The debasement which
caused the slow haemorrhage of gold
from the English economy also brought
in its wake an additional problem for
English merchants and that was a reluct-
ance of foreign traders to accept the
degraded English silver currency on
terms commensurate with that coinage’s

demands of war finance, negotiated case of Henry VIil's early loans, the
successfully through his agent at Antwerp money men provided such
Antwerp, Stephen Vaughan, a loan OfIoans on condition that they had

100,000 crowns from the Welser {a ,

wealthy German merchant family who guarantggs from_the I__ondon houses of
loaned money on the Antwerp theBonvisiand Vivaldi, whowere “men
exchange—ED}. From the time of this know and abled on their bourse here
initial entry into the Antwerp money (Antwerp)”, and the Italian merchants
market to the moment in 1574 when were in turn indemnified by the
the last overseas obligations were Greshams, Richard and John, and by

cancelled, the Crown exhibited an members of the Privy Council. (ibid,

almost exclusive dependence upon thisp 295: e will hear more of the Gresham
city when raising large-scale loans..."

¢ family later).
(The Trials Of Foreign Borrowing: the
English Crown and the Antwerp Money
Market in the Mid-Sixteenth Century,
by R.B. Outhwaite. Published ifze

face value. Foreign merchants insisted
in calculating prices not in terms of
English face values but in terms of the
value of the coinage calculated by its
actual silver content. This meant that
English goods were overpriced when

The reigns of Edward and Mary
continued this reliance on the Antwerp
_ money market, albeit not on such a scale:
Economic History Review, New Series,  the sjtyation was complicated during the
trading in foreign markets. Conse- Vol. 19, no. 2, 1966, p.289). reign of Queen Mary, who, because of
quently, the value of goods (as reflected ~ The reasons why the English Crown her relationship with the Spanish Crown,
in its face value on the coinage) existedcontinued to depend on the Antwerp sought to put an end to English sharp
at a higher level while circulating in the money market for so long had to do practices that had proved so profitable
English domestic economy then when with the fact that it was also the central in Antwerp (see below). The declining
those goods became manifest on amarket through which most English use of the Antwerp money market by
foreign market. goods were traded and the fact of thethe English Crown after Henry can be

The problem also had implications Crown's reluctance to borrow exces- seen in the fact that Elizabeth’s total
for the circulating coinage when it came sively from the English money market. foreign borrowing over the 14 years
to the importation of foreign goods. In Outhwaite in the above article claims between 1558 to 1574 amounted to less
those circumstances the face value hadhat the English money market was than half that accumulated by Henry in
no bearing on the actual value that wasincapable of sustaining the type of loansthe three years between 1544 and 1547.
charged for such imports by foreign which the English Crown required but However, this disguises the fact that, in
merchants who, when they even acceptedhe sums borrowed from Antwerp could the early years of her reign, Elizabeth’s
the English coinage demanded aneasily have been raised within the Eng-determination to restore the coinage to
amount of coinage whose face value waslish economy—a fact that is admitted in its standing prior to the debasement
higher than the transaction price (which other parts of the same article by theinvolved her, at least temporarily, in
was based on the silver content ratherauthor. A more likely reason why Henry significantly higher levels of borrowing
than the face value). This resulted in asought to borrow from Antwerp is from the Antwerp money market than
diminution of the amount of coinage in probably a reluctance on the part of theany of her predecessors—a project that
circulation in the country as more Crown to remove significant sums from was critical in establishing English
coinage was required to facilitate the circulation at a time when it was neces- foreign commerce on a firmer foundation



and which, in the process, also helped to
reform the English financial system.

base coins being reduced to £668,000
Purification of the Coinage from a face value of £954,000 before
Efforts had been made in the later the re-coinage. Also, as part of this re-

Elizabeth's re-coinage of 1560-61 ary Of National BiographyDNB) entry
resulted in the face value of the reminteddescribes it:

"Yet already by that date {1547—
ED} Gresham was making far more

years of Edward VI's reign and in Mary's adjustment the amount of coinage in
reign to undertake a re-coinage with the circulation was radically reduced. In

object of removing the base coins from order to purify the coinage, it was neces-
circulation and replacing them with good sary to top up the precious metal content

money from his speculations in

monastic property than his exchange
dealings. Between 1538 and 1545 he
poured tens of thousands of pounds
into the purchase of monastic prop-

coins.

but as there was a finite amount of this
“The Edwardian and Marian settle- Metal available it inevitably meant that
ment of the Coinage thus represents athe numbel’ Of COinS in Circulation Would
not too unsatisfactory compromise. have to be decreased. Where Edward
The mass of base coin was largely and Mary failed, Elizabeth succeeded
‘neutralized’ and prevented from with her programme of recoinage
thwarting the gradual build-up of pecause she had the ruthlessness and
satisfactory circulation of good coins aythority to carry it out. The impact of
in the larger denominations. But her coinage purification project on the
o o e e €COTOMY appears ateast i par 0 have
g been mitigated by the increased use of

base coin, and apparently lacked the I
wit or the resoIEItJion toy take the creditraised on the Antwerp market:

erties in Suffolk, Norfolk, Kent,
Cheshire, Hertfordshire, Surrey, Lin-
colnshire, and Yorkshire, most of
which he resold at a considerable
profit... These transactions were
accompanied by the wholesale asset-
stripping of the properties concerned.
Thus Sir Richard and his brother Sir
John were both profitably involved, in
a private and a public capacity, in the
burgeoning trade in monastic lead.
Indeed it was probably his involvement
in the monastic property market which

measure which would cause this to be
possible without a subsidy..." (The

Great Debasement: currency and the
economy in Mid-Tudor England, by

J.D. Gould, pub. Clarendon Press,
Oxford, 1970, p.58).

The problem with any attempt to
replace the debased coinage with good
coins was that the face value of the coins
in circulation was higher than the real
value of its intrinsic silver content. Thus,
in order to introduce a new good coinage
the Government would have been com-
pelled to put more silver in the new
coins than was present in the old debased
coins—effectively subsidising the differ-
ence in terms of the value of silver
bullion, between the old and the new

good coinage. In the absence of such d"

subsidy, any Government wishing to

ent of money between the Antwerp
financiers and first Queen Mary and then

undertake the task would be compelled Elizabeth was Sir Thomas Gresham. It

ensured Sir Richard a high income
during his latter years..." (DNBntry
for Sir Richard Gresham c.1485-1549,
mercer, merchant adventurer, and
mayor of London).

"the foreign debt outstanding at any
one moment of time was in the early
years of her reign far in excess of any
previous level of royal indebtedness;
in 1560, for example, no less than
£279,000 was owing at Antwerp, an Throughout this time the Gresham
amount greater than the Crown's family continued to trade cloth on the
ordinary revenue and—to add further Continent and Sir Richard continued to
perspective—somewhere between one-have an interest in such activities, albeit
half and one-third of the value of the 3 declining one in his latter years. His
Merchant Adventurers” annual cloth o Sjr Thomas Gresham, (the one who
shipments to Antwerp..."The Trials a5 eventually so useful to Elizabeth),
Of Foreign Borrowing: the English while acting as an independent mercer
Crown and the Antwerp Money Market . . L
in the Mid-Sixteenth Centurby R.B. had bleer? in service to the Crown since
Outhwaite. Published ifihe Economic  Henry's time W_he” he was employed on
History ReviewNew Series, Vol. 19, royal errands in the Netherlands, took
No. 2, 1966, p.290). charge of the Greshams' family commer-

cial operations in the Netherlands in
The man who organised the move- 1546:

"This involved him, as it had his
father, in the normal mercers' trade,
buying silks such as velvet, satin,
taffeta, and sarsenet, which together

to devalue the existing debased coinagdS Worth & detour at this stage to explain

to a level approximate to its actual silver
content before re-calling it:

his significance. Sir Thomas Gresham
was a member of the Mercers Company
(the City of London Livery Company
which related to the cloth trade), a
of its 1551 fiat {face—ED} value, or merchant adventurer, and founder of the
three-eighths of the original (three- Royal Exchange in London. He was part
eighths and three-sixteenths respective-Of the House of Gresham, one of the
ly in the case of the 30z. coins), she Most influential and powerful com-
caused thele facto mint equivalents mercial families in Tudor England. The
of these coins to fall for the first time founder of the House, Sir Richard
below the mint price of current sterling Gresham, and his brother, Sir John
issues and thus made it possible, andGresham, began their accumulation of
indeed profitable, for the Crown to \yealth as mercers trading English cloth
remint them without subsidy. The ot Antwerp and the Brabant for Italian
ggggfmh;(;g'gg ;hefse r?on.nz were hm silks and Netherlands woollens and
. ! pay for the job (together tapestries, as well as the importation into
with a typical rake-off for the Crown)
England of armour and weaponry.

by a ruthless reduction of their fiat . .
values not only below those which had However, Sir Richard Gresham made

prevailed for more than nine years, his real wealth as a property speculator
but for the first time below their in the aftermath of the Dissolution of
intrinsic value..." (ibid. pp.58-59). the Monasteries. This is how Héction-

"This is what Elizabeth did. Calling
down the base silver to three-quarters

with fine woollen cloths and tapestries
commanded a ready market in London.
Also like his father, Gresham's other
specialty was the importation of
armour and weaponry, which was
designated in his accounts as 'harness'.
To pay for these wares he continued,
moreover, to follow the time-honoured
practice of either putting over the
necessary moneys on the exchange or
exporting English woollen cloth..."
(DNB entry for Sir Thomas Gresham
¢.1518-1579, mercer, merchant adven-
turer, and founder of the Royal Ex-
change and Gresham College).

Sir Thomas, in common with other
English traders abroad had suffered from

the effects of the Great Debasement on
foreign trade. Again, this is how his DNB
entry describes it:

"Yet Gresham's situation during the
27



years 1546-51 was a very different in the Netherlands under Edward VI, England on an almost industrial scale,
one from that in which his father had where his main responsibility was to even to the extent of him constructing
found himself some twenty years arrange and manage loans on the Anthis own furnace for the purpose of
earlier. Successive debasements of th&yerp money exchange for the English melting down Spanish currency. But
EggllrlihVSI:IIV:;ISOI‘II?:‘ggr?%tahde|2';10];:|cl)g'?|:]tg monarch. Like others of his time his Gresham’s main long-term contribution
emergence of a system of bimetallic career s_uffered from the uncertainties ofto the _gregtn_ess of En_g_l'c_md was not so
premiums on the Anglo-Netherlands the reI|g|ous struggles at court and wht_anmuch in his illegal a(_:tlwtles but in the
exchange which, in enhancing the cost Catholic Mary ascended the throne in fact that he also studied the workings of
of commercial credits, had resulted in July 1553 he was removed from office. the financial market in Antwerp at close
the overpricing of English textiles at But, due to the incompetence of his hand—a study that would enable him to
the Netherlands marts... Gresham replacement he was restored as Royakstablish the foundation stone of what
accordingly had to resort to other Agentin November that year. However, became the London financial market. It
means to generate the necessary cashe found Mary's administration in- was only after the death of Mary and
flow for the purchase of mercery and capable of acting in ways that he felt Elizabeth’s accession that his real talents
harness at the Netherlands marts. Like\yare in English interests as far as in this regard were given free expression.

other members of the family he o0 qing the Crown's foreign debt was

i ; "Only under her successor, Eliz-
dabbled in the monastic lead trade, theconcerned.

very low price of the base metal at this
time ensuring its ready sale on con-
tinental European markets. Moreover,
when in 1548-9 a consortium of

bankers was able to monopolize
Bohemian tin production and, with the

support of King Ferdinand, to exclude

Saxon and English competition,

thereby raising tin prices to a level

some 40 per cent higher than those
prevailing on the free market, he

responded rapidly to the new situation.
His servant John Elliot stepped up his
acquisition of Cornish tin, which was

shipped to London for export to the

continent, supporting a trade which for
some eighteen months, before the
collapse of the German consortium and
resultant fall in tin prices, made a

significant contribution to the com-

pany's coffers. He also performed
during the years to 1549 small services
for his father and his uncle John in
their continuing operations for the

crown on the Anglo-Netherlands

exchange. By such means for some
five years (1546-51) he secured for
the House of Gresham a leading place
in Anglo-Netherlands commerce..."

(DNB entry for Sir Thomas Gresham

€.1518-1579, mercer, merchant adven-
turer, and founder of the Royal

Exchange and Gresham College).

Thus, the son, like the father, accum-
ulated a significant part of his wealth as
a direct result of the Dissolution of the
Monasteries. However, it is not this
which makes him unique—in many
ways his relationship with plundered
Catholic wealth was typical of the Eng-
lish merchant class which stood in a
direct or indirect relationship with such
wealth. What makes Sir Thomas
Gresham unique is the role he played in
managing the Crown's foreign debt and
in developing monetary devices that laid
the basis for the further development of
the English financial markets. This was
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"Gresham was in Antwerp during
most of Mary’s reign doing business
for her. In 1555 she owed
£148,526.5s.8d in Antwerp. Dansell
{Sir William Dansell, Gresham's
forerunner as Royal Agent—ED} and
Gresham had been engaged in smug-
gling munitions of war through to
England when no passport could be
obtained, and specie, too, when they
could. It was contrary to the laws of
the Netherlands to export either gold
or silver. Sometimes when an English
agent had borrowed money at great
trouble and cost it was found difficult
or even impossible to convey it to
England even by exchange. Gresham
packed specie as harness, sending as
much as 100,000 marks weight away
in this manner in one year without it
being discovered, and in January 1554
he expressed himself confident that he
could convey to England most of the
gold in Antwerp by the end of the
year. He built a furnace to melt down
all the Spanish reals he could procure,
for they were better silver than English
money, and when melted down were
easier to transport, but Mary was then
on the point of marrying Philip, and
the English Council wrote to him that
he must only melt down Spanish reals
if to do so was in accordance with
law—which it was not. In February
1554 leave was given him by the
Brussels Court to export 10,000 marks
weight of bullion, and he sent it through
Gravelines facilitating its progress by
a 'New Year's present' of twelve ells
of fine black velvet to the Captain of
that town and eight ells of black cloth

abeth, was Gresham again able to
resume the task, which he had set
himself some six years earlier, of
reducing English royal indebtedness
abroad. Under the tutelage of his friend
Cecil, and secure in the confidence of
both Elizabeth and her council, he now
operated, largely free from constraint,
on an Antwerp market which, in the
aftermath of the imperial bankruptcy
{both Spain and France had bankrupted
each other in the course of their war—
ED}, had been transformed. Antwerp’s
financial prosperity was no longer
subject to the depredations of the
Habsburgs, who henceforth secured
their funds from dealings on the
Sevillian—Genoese financial axis. Its
driving force was now the provision
of commercial investments, and as
trade boomed from 1559 to 1565 these
could be funded at interest rates which
fell rapidly from 12 to slightly more
than 9 per cent. In these circumstances
Gresham could hardly fail, and by
deploying a part of the sterling balances
reserved for scheduled payments at the
higher interest rates to the end of loan
redemption he henceforth reduced the
level of royal indebtness to around
£280,000 sterling in 1560, and to a
mere £20,000 in 1565, some two years
before he departed from Antwerp for
the last time..." PNB entry for Sir
Thomas Gresham ¢.1518-1579,
mercer, merchant adventurer, and
founder of the Royal Exchange and
Gresham College).

Gresham managed to do this through

an astute use of his position which com-
bined that of a continental merchant with

to each customer and searcher. Sir Johr{hat of Royal Agent. By the time Eliza-

Mason, the English Ambassador,
brought it to England..." Antwerp
1477-1559: from the battle of Nancy
to the treaty of Cateau Cambresiis, by

beth came to the throne he had also
added a sound understanding of the ways
of the Antwerp bourse to his array of

talents. His main challenge was to ensure

Jervis Wegg. Pub. Methuen & Co., that Crown borrowing occurred at times

London, 1916, p.303).

which avoided adverse exchange move-

Here we have the depiction of the ments and repayments took place when
achieved in the context of his appoint- Royal Agent at Antwerp engaging in the exchange rates were favourable.
ment in December 1551 as Royal Agentthe illegal exportation of bullion to

"Gresham's most famous answer to



both these problems, however, was hisentirely at times when the markets wereat Antwerp Sir Thomas was also res-
'device’, the use of which entailed most favourable. Given that he has suchponsible for initiating and organising the
employing the Merchant Adventurers an option available, it is no wonder that building of the Royal Exchange or
and Staplers to deliver money at arti- he was highly successful in getting London bourse in 1566 as a centre for
:fg:{sfﬁ(:?/vg)sm:tiggt%_r:\t/gisd Egttg'ﬁ] Elizabeth's foreign debt under control in the trading activities of the London
the losses which would have resulteéll such a short period. I-_|owev_er, this com_JId merc_:hants. Howevgr, his more im_portant
from the Crown's using a market only have been possmle_wnh the active S|gn|f|can_ce was his rqle in facilitating
exchange-rate which was currently connivance of the English merchants the relationship established at Antwerp
unsatisfactory, but also those stemming With the Crown in circumstances where between the Crown and the English
from the exchange moving against him the former were prepared to carry a merchants, as this was to point the way
while actually transferring funds. The financial loss for the sake of the Govern- for the future of Elizabethan England
best-known examples of the device ment and the latter was prepared towhere the energy for ensuring that it
relate to Gresham's using the Merchantstretch sharp practice to the edge ofbecame aworld power would come from
Adventurers to repay the Crown's |egality. It is interesting to see how trade backed by military might rather
debts maturing at Antwerp. BY Ejizapeth managed to ‘convince' thethan by Government military might
ﬁégﬁzgrif ?gg pj;fﬁsaslﬁg_ and for 1o chant Adventurers to be so generousalone. Also, the financial devices learned
Maiesti 9 , the Queene’s in the cause of the Crown. at Antwerp by Sir Thomas Gresham
ajestie to grant them liberally, and . .
to let them suffer another way”, as were qmclfly evolved in ways that meant
Gresham put it on one occasion— willingly subscribe to this plan, for N€ English money markets were
promises were extracted from the  they were liable to lose heavily on the €duipped to handle the sophisticated
merchants that a part of the proceeds difference in exchange rates. In order demands of financial services and
to implement it, government pressure insurance products that came to be
was necessary. When the Merchantrequired for the further development of

of their overseas sales would be handed
over to Gresham in Antwerp to be used

Adventurers were about to transport English international trade.
their cloth overseas, an order was

by him to repay the Crown’s debts in
issued to stop the ships sailing. As

that city. The amount which the com-
soon as the company agreed to the =~ New Commercial Outlooks

pany was to pay to Gresham in
Antwerp was stipulated in advance and
the Crown in return arranged to repay ~ wishes of the government, this em- The successful restoration of the
the company in London at an artifi- bargo was raised. Satisfaction of its coinage by Elizabeth was made possible
cially high exchange-rate. Less well credit demands was obtained for the through the forging of an effective
known, however, is Gresham’s use of  government through its control of ship relationship between the Crown and the
the companies to deliver money to the  movements and foreign trade..." (The English merchant class, but a sound coin-
Privy Council And The Spirit O ; PR
Elizc%yethan Economic Mané)gement],p age 1s r?Ot in itself enough to propel a
country into the arena of a world power.

"the Merchant Adventurers did not

paid to them abroad: a process we

Crown in England in return for sums
might call Gresham’s device inreverse.  1558-1603, by Vincent Ponko jnr.

In this case the principle remained
similar except that the merchants were
required to transfer funds at an artifi-
cially low, rather than an artificially
high, rate of exchange. Gresham
deserves credit in so far as the device

Published in 'Transactions of the
American Philosophical Society', new
series, vol. 58, part 4, 1968, pp.45-
46).

While the forging of an alliance bet-

If Elizabeth was to take the country to
the next level of commercial promin-
ence, it could not be done along Spanish
lines where the State was the main patron
in providing the resources for colonial
expansion. The English State could not

enabled him to deliver money for the ween the Crown and the merchant classemulate Spain in this regard but the
Crown when the exchange-rates werejn pringing down the foreign debt was country did have, thanks in large part to
unsatisfactory and to avoid losses pis gypstantive achievement, the thingthe stimulus provided by plundered
Srﬁsci]r?qIggaifrrlcs)[nhirtr:u\?vh(ial)éctrsnnsgf:r-rriﬁte that Sir Thomas Gresham is most famousCatholic wealth, a class of merchants
funds,gbugt] it did so at the expense %f foris whgt became known as Greshgm’sand aristocrats whose instinct and _need
the merchants, as Gresham partly Law. This stat(_as that bad money dr|v.esto.trade could be .tapped as the engine to
admitted, for these forced and un- Out good and it was a rule that he wit- drive the expansion for markets. Eliza-
profitable payments did nothing to ease Nessed (and indeed contributed to) whilebeth knew that it was necessary to
the troubles of the Merchant Adven- having to work with the debased English expand the reach of English trading
turers at a difficult period in their coinage as the Royal Agentin Antwerp. beyond the traditional European markets.
history..." (The Trials Of Foreign He articulated this sentiment to Elizabeth But she was confronted by two problems.
Borrowing: the English Crown and the  on her accession to the throne in 1558Firstly, the existence of an outdated
g;?;’j;fhAg::tzgﬂﬁ’;]‘;ténéﬁfhxéﬁ'e and Elizabeth duly took note. Con- mercantile shipping fleet with a limited
Published inThel Econ'on'ﬁc History. seq_u.entlly, when shg deu_ded on thetradlng outreaqh, and secondly, a tradi-
Review, New Series, Vol. 19, No. 2, purification of the coinage in 1560-61 tional mercantile outlook that for too
1966, pp.298-299). in order to establish English foreign trade long had restricted its vision to the cross-
on a sounder footing, she insisted thatchannel path to and from the Antwerp
In other words he used the Merchant Sir Thomas Gresham be given a signi-commodities market. The former was

Adventurers and the Staplers as a kindficant role in that enterprise. She alsoeasily solved. The Government em-
of holding bank, which gave him time ensured that he became involved in thebarked on a policy of subsidising new
to dictate when Crown funds could be reorganisation of the London Custom commercial ship-building (no doubt
moved to the best advantage. This gaveHouse in 1561-62 which involved the partly paid for through the loans from

him the flexibility to exploit the ex-
change markets—to arrange a reloan ofcollection system of the Crown.
an existing debt or to repay a debt

modernisation of the tax and revenue the Antwerp money markets), in an effort
to create a merchant fleet capable of
After his retirement as Royal Agent reaching beyond its traditional markets.
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The latter problem was more compli-
cated. The creation of a new mercantile
mind-set was not something that could
be subsidised into existence. If we look
at the way traditional trade and com-
merce was organised at this time, we
can see the constraining remnants of the
old Guild system still holding sway but
crucially within that system the Crown
now had the ability to influence their
activities.

"New Companies took the place of
the old guilds, and though these were
formed on the models of the earlier
guild organizations, there was this
difference, that the guilds had been
authorized by the towns in which they

century, but the time of its greatest 1926. Essentially an old-fashioned
activity was from 1485 to 1689. Its Liberal, from the time he had been
decline after 1689 was due to the gppointed to Lloyd George’s Coalition
wi@h_drawal of certain privileges by Government in 1916 he argued for a
X\SU:InTurZ?S ew;;;é dTiTnefol\r/le?é?\ht?gctie negotiated settlement with Germany and,

in the lead-up to the Second World War,

only, so their chief centres were in d of adobti
foreign parts. The organization was was accused of adopling a pro-

known as a “fellowship of merchants”. APPeasement position. Fisher was a

And membership was based upon anguintessential English academic, the son
eight-year term as apprentice. The Of the Private Secretary to the Prince of
merchants each had his own capital, Wales, and could count Virginia Woolf,
and traded at his own risk, providing Sir Francis Darwin (Charles Darwin's
he was a member of the company andson), and the composer Ralph Vaughan
conformed to its rules. The Merchant \jjlliams among his relations. He died
Adventurers were thus not a joint stock i, 1940 in after being hit by a bus. Here

company, butaregulated company..." is his account of the role of Elizabeth's
(History Of Commerce And Industry,

by Cheesman Abiah Herrick. Pub.
Macmillan & Co., New York, 1917,
pp.214-215).

operated, whereas the companies were
created by the by and were under the
regulation of the crownFive reasons
are given for the monopolies which
were thus formed: first, to get revenue;  As was seen in the way that Elizabeth
second, as a reward to court favourites,compelled the Merchant Adventurers to
and those to whom it was desired to cooperate with Gresham’s scheme at
render service; third, to control the Antwerp, the Crown, while being forced
material for war, such as gunpowder, 4 accept the monopolistic nature of the
saltpetre, and ordnance; fourth, as ay4ing companies, did not hesitate to
reward to inventors, and as an en- .
exert pressure on them to comply with

couragement to new industries; and . . .
fitth tgo control trades which were what it deemed to be the national interest.

regarded as dangerous to health andiowever, Elizabeth’s ability to dictate
morals. to the trading companies was not abso-

"Companies in England were of two lute. She depended on them and their
sorts, known as joint stock and trading methods to furnish the taxation
regulated. As the names indicated, therevenue for her treasury and knew just
joint stock companies were those the how far she could press them. She also
shares of which were held by different knew that it was not possible to legally
investors, who participated proportion- compe| them to assume a more energetic
ately n profit and loss; regulat_ed role in the pursuit of new markets. This
companies were those under the dlrethouId only be done by first revealing the
control of the Government, with their .
trade activities defined, and open to emstgnce of such markets to them and
any merchant who conformed to the Showing that such markets would be
regulations. sufficiently profitable to act as an induce-

"Merchant Adventurers' was a term ment. This is where the less legal acti-
given in general to early traders. This vities of piracy and profiteering came to
term appears to have been used in thregolay an essential part in the grand scheme

ways; first, it was applied to merchants of Elizabeth and her Government.

who shipped goods abroad to new . . .
fields at a risk, and were in truth The conventional history of Eliza-

adventurers; second, to a group of beth's role in estab_lishing the basi_s for
merchants in a given town who traded England's commercial achievement is the
together for mutual protection; and one provided by H.A.L. Fisher. His
third, to a larger association of mer- History Of Europewas the basis for
chants who were organized and in- English secondary school history teach-
corporated for export trade. Earlier ing from before the Second World War
grants and privileges were given to ynjl at least the 1960s (it had gone
these merchants, butin 1505 they weren oy gh 14 reprints up to 1957). Herbert
incorporated by royal charter, with @ A\hert | aurens Fisher was appointed
Governor and twenty-four assistants p o et of the Board of Education by
with powers to make regulations, and ) )

to punish offenders if the regulations Lloyd George in the m_|ddle of World
were not complied with. Another War | and was resp(_)n5|ble for the 1918
charter was secured in the year 1564.Education Act which made school
The Merchant Adventurers organiz- attendance compulsory for children up
ation was typical of the English trading to the age of 14. He remained President
company. This organization of mer- of the Board of Education until 1922
chants existed in England in some form and resigned altogether from politics, to
from the Middle Ages to the nineteenth concentrate on an academic career, in

Government in England's rise to
supremacy over Spain:-

"During the twenty years succeeding
the Treaty of Edinburgh, {signed in
1560 it establishment the Anglo-
Scottish accord which eventually led
to the decline of official Roman Cathol-
icism in Scotland—ED} nothing is
more remarkable than the contrast
between the caution of the English
Government and the venturesome
audacity of the military and seafaring
section of the nation. While the official
history of the Government is singularly
devoid of event, the unofficial and
unauthorized activities of the people
open up a new chapter in the history
of the world. The object of the queen
was to prevent religious disruption and
to stave off a foreign war until such
time as loyalty to her person had
become a settled habit among all her
lieges. Her policy, therefore, was to
deprecate excessive vigour, and to
disclaim responsibility for compromis-
ing adventures. To ardent Puritans like
Sir Francis Walsingham such a course
appeared to be a humiliating betrayal
of the Protestant cause. They would
have fought the enemy, not surrepti-
tiously and on a system of limited
liability, but openly and on every front,
in France, in the Netherlands, and on
the high seas. The Queen’s unheroic
but statesmanlike avoidance of pre-
cipitate risk was little to their liking.
For England had now become the first
naval power in the world. She had the
best shipwrights, the best ships, the
best sailors. She had learnt the lesson
of naval gunnery and the value of the
broadside. Her ships, which were
smaller than the Spaniards’, could sail
closer to the wind, and were easier to
handle. Though the Royal Navy was
small, amounting only to twenty-two
ships of 100 tons and over in 1559,
and to twenty-nine ships in 1603, there
was always a large pirate and com-
mercial navy in reserve which could
be relied upon to co-operate with the
queen's ships at a crisis. The growth of



the nation's sea-power owed little to
official encouragement. It was the
result of the strong natural appetite of
an enterprising marine population, who
suddenly found themselves in the
surprising position of being able to
compete for the dominion of the
world..." (4 History Of Europe, by
H.A.L. Fisher, pub. Edward Arnold
Ltd., London, complete edition in one
volume, 1957 edn., pp.600-601).

Here we have a version of the 'sleep-
walking into empire’ account of Eng-
land's destiny. A peoplsuddenly found
themselves in the surprising position of

ruling Providence, governing the

waves and winds and the fate of men.
They were proud of England and their

gueen. They despised foreigners. They
hated the Pope, the Turk, and the Devil,
but perhaps most of all the Pope, who
had allotted the East Indies to Portugal
and the West Indies to Spain. Of

international law, either as a need or
as a fact, they had not the slightest

suspicion. They regarded the high seas.

as a kind of no man’s land upon which
they might pillage and murder to their
hearts’ content..." (ibid, p.601).

(English Seamen Under The Tudors,
by H.R. Fox Bourne. Pub. Richard
Bentley, London, 1868 in 2 volumes,
vol. 2, pp.17-18).

Privateering in this context can be
seen as just another word for piracy.
However, Elizabeth was not just a by-
stander in a situation whergiracy
became more prevalentAs was shown
in the first article, her involvement with
Sir William Gerrard's second expedition
to West Africa in 1561, through the
direct involvement of members of her

Elizabeth realised that what was administration and the loan of her naval

being able to compete for the domination required to make England great was avessels, was a new departure. For the
of the world* Of course, to sustain this compination of the trading instincts of firsttime ina period of peace, the English
'sleep-walking' account, the actual role the merchant and the spirit of the pirate- State was providing open moral and
and ambition of the Government has 10 privateer and what made this possiblelogistical support for activities that it
be diminished: hence the statement thatyas the coherence provided by their knew were deemed illegal by the main
all of this owes little to Elizabeth's strat- ghared anti-Catholicism. Some of the European powers. That the earlier
egy. Fisher does supply a relatively fact- more ambitious merchant adventurersexpedition in 1556, with the same goal
ual account of the period, but his \ere prepared to explore new marketsand organised by the same patron, Sir
conclusion is one that is serving the poli- through activities that were at the edge William Garrard, did not have Queen
tical purpose of ensuring that the English of |egality. But, while in the past they Mary’s approval did not in any way
student retains the false belief that some-yiq this of their own volition albeit with inhibit Elizabeth. Nor did the fact that
how all of what happened just happenedihe tacit approval of the Crown, since the 1556 expedition had been met off
and England remains disassociated frompenry’s time many of them had a close the coast of Africa by the forcible
the fallout from all the history swirling  affinity with privateering activities either ~ interception of Portuguese naval vessels
around it. Of course, this distinction through sponsoring others to do the Protecting their country's trading inter-
between official and unofficial England, privateering or, on occasion, indulging €sts. Through Elizabeth's very public
although a useful device to aid analysis, girectly in such activities themselves. association with the Garrard expedition
has no real application when it comes togt it was in the time of Elizabeth that Of 1561 privateering in peacetime was
understanding the actual events. Con-gych activities reached a new level:  given a Royal endorsement irrespective

clusions, in order to make any contri-

bution to understanding, have to be based
on the narrative. In Fisher's case, the
narrative is fine, up to a point, but he

draws conclusions that fail to remain

consistent with that narrative—then

again, that is probably the purpose of
the thing.

Basically, the Elizabethan Govern-
ment of England was one which
energetically pursued a policy that fed
"the strong natural appetite of an enter-
prising marine populationand led that
country to assume the mantle of the
foremost commercial and maritime
country of its age. It did this through the
skilful use of control over the established
traditional trading companies while at
the same time providing encouragement
and, when necessary, logistical support
to those 'trading' elements which were
prepared to engage in semi-legal and
illegal activities in order to advance their
monetary and commercial interests.
Fisher himself offers a good description
of the motivation behind this:-

"The mariners of England in the
Elizabethan age, though all were not
cut from the same pattern, were apt to
possess certain common qualities.
Sailorwise, they believed in an over-

"Piracy was a venerable institution

of the sensitivities or trading interests of

which Christian morality had not yet the other European powers.

learnt to reprobate. The annals of medi- i ]
eval England abound in illustrations ~ [Part three will explore the evolution
of the depredations wrought by the Of English Government policy in its
galleys of the Cinque Ports under the SUpport of slavery and piracy and the
traders of Yarmouth and other places, development of ‘forced trade’ as a
and the jealousies and reprisals Weapon against Spanish interests.]
consequent thereupon; and, when thgse

and others Iil_<e these were to sorIeON A VISIT TO EDINBURGH
extent restrained by the growth (df

national feeling, similar depredation
causing similar reprisals, were follow

* High up on the sandstone walls of Cowdate
) the plague with a photo of James Conndlly,
ed with all the more zeal upon thE g4t from the hands of drunken loyalist
trading vessels of foreign countries. hate,

war-time piracy was openly sanctiorf- though not from cold-sober state felofy.
ed; in peace-time it was only The invading tourists file past below,
denounced when it seemed likely o sunny pub forecourts, the night club tHeir
issue in fresh and unwelcome war. o goal.
it was in Elizabeth’s time. Unde{ With scarcely a glance upwards they ignpre
Elizabeth, indeed, owing to the gregt the martyred with whom they canrjot
increase of seamanship and the gr¢at condole.
increase in trade, whereby there wefe Princes Street, The Royal Mile of bazgar
always floating upon the seas ri brand. _

prizes which there were always plenfy Less industry means little unrest,
of men ready to try and make the]r money-markets pay chavs to be becalnped.

way of business at the same timp, Born Cowgate’s Little Ireland of tie

iracy became more prevalent. THe crammed
greatyenterprises of su:h men as H _he detonated Ireland's freedom fest.

kins, Drake, and Cavandish, in t : )
Spanish Main and in the Southern |. Wilson John Haire
were only piracies on a grand scale. L 6th July, 2011
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Members of this community attacked a
US aircraft in Shannon Airport a number
of years ago as an anti-war gesture.

By the 1960s, Day was embraced by
a significant number of Catholics, while
at the same time, she earned the praise
of counter-culture leaders such as Abbie
Hoffman, who characterised her as the
first hippie, a description of which Day
approved. Yet, although Day had written
passionately about women's rights, free
"A conversion is a lonely experience" love and birth control in the 1910s, she
opposed the sexual revolution of the
1960s, saying she had seen the ill-effects
of a similar sexual revolution in the

GREAT CATHOLIC CONVERTS: live on money from her father, a 1920s. Day had a progressive attitude
characteristic she was to maintain for foWard social and economic rights,

Dorothy Day (1897-1980) was an the rest of her life, to the point of buying all0yed with a very orthodox and
American journalist, social activist and all her clothing and shoes from discount raditional sense of Catholic morality
devout Catholic convert; she advocatedstores to save money. and piety. .
the Catholic economic theory of Her devotion to her Church was
Distributism. She was also considered ~ Settling on the Lower East Side, she N€ither conventional nor unquestioning,
to be an anarchist, and did not hesitateworked on the staffs of several Socialist "OWever. She alienated many US
to use the term. In the 1930s, Day workedpublications, though she smilingly lCathohcs (including some clerical
closely with fellow Catholic activist explained to impatient socialists that she!€aders) with her condemnation of
Peter Maurin, a French immigrant, to was "a pacifist even in the class war Falangistleader Francisco Franco during
establish the Catholic Worker She also engaged in anti-war and wom-the Spanish Civil War; and, possibly in
movement, a non-violent, pacifist en's suffrage protests, and spent sever%LeSponse to_her criticism of Cardinal
movement that continues to combine months in Greenwich Village, where she F Fancis Speliman, she came under
direct aid for the poor and homeless became close to the playwright EugenePréssure by the Archdiocese of New
with non-violent direct action on their O'Neill. York in 1951 to change the name of her
behalf. Initially Day lived a bohemian life, N€Wspaperostensibly because the word

with two common-law marriages and Catholic implies an official church )

Dorothy Day was also a member of an abortion, which she later described €onnection when such was not the case
the Industrial Workers of the World in her semi-autobiographical novehe ~ 'he title “Catholic Worker”was not
(‘Wobblies’). Eleventh Virgir(1924)—a book she later changed.

regretted writing. She had been an _InNovember, 1917, she was arrested

In March, 2000, the Vatican gave agnostic, but with the birth of her while picketing the White Hquse with a
formal approval to the Archdiocese of daughter, Tamar, she began a period oOUP Of suffragettes. In jail, she read
New York for the opening of the cause spiritual awakening which led her to the psalms from a Bible given to her by
for the beatification and canonisation of embrace Catholicism, joining the Church & 9uard. She felt a sense of shame turning
Dorothy Day. in December 1927. In her 1952 auto- (© God in difficult times.

Dorothy Day was born in the Bath biography,The Long LonelinessDay "There was in my heart that insinu-
Beach neighbourhood of Brooklyn, New recalled that immediately after her ation of my college professor that
York, and raised in San Francisco andbaptism, she made her first confession, religion was for the weak and those
Chicago. She was born into a family and the following day, she received  who needed solace and comfort, who
described by one biographer 's®lid, = communion. Subsequently, Day began  could not suffer alone but must turn to
patriotic, and middle classHer father,  writing for Catholic publications. God for comfort—a God whom they
John Day, was a Southerner of Scotch- themselves conjured up to protect them
Irish background, while her mother, The Catholic Worker movement against fear and solitude."

Grace Day, a native of upstate New started with theCatholic Workemews-
York, was of English ancestry. Her paper, created to promote Catholic social ~ Dorothy once said'Don't call me a
parents were married in an Episcopalteaching and stake out a neutral, pacifistsaint. | don"t want to be dismissed that
Church located in Greenwich Village, a position in the war-torn 1930s. Her new easily".
neighbourhood where Day would spend hewspaper was seen as a Catholic alter-  ge gied on 29th November 1980, in
much of her young adulthood. native to the Communi&aily Worker,  new York City.

and reached a circulation of more than a

By 1913 Dorothy Day had read Peter 100,000.
Kropotkin, an advocate of anarchist .
communism, which influenced herideas  This grew into &@house of hospital- On-line sales of books,
in how society could be organised. In ity" in the slums of New York City and pamphlets and magazines:
1914, Day attended the University of then a series of farms for people to live
lllinois at Urbana-Champaign on a together communally. The movement
scholarship, but dropped out after two quickly spread to other cities in the https://
years and moved to New York City. United States, and to Canada and th
Day was a reluctant scholar. Her readingUnited Kingdom; more than 30 www.atholbooks-
was chiefly in a radical social direction. independent but affiliated CW commun-
She avoided campus social life andities had been founded by 1941. Wel sales.org
insisted on supporting herself rather thanover 100 communities exist today.

Vv Dorothy Day
O and the
X Catholic Worker
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